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Money MaChiNes
the speNDiNg freeze oVer the last few 
years has hit MaNy of the big suppliers 
harD. iN Deals totalliNg 50 MillioN 
Dollars, heaVy equipMeNt oeM’s westraC 
aND hitaChi fiNally haVe soMethiNg to 
sMile about iN the huNter.

Heavy mining equipment sales over the last few 
years have been as rare as a Greens candidate in a 
hard hat celebrating a mine opening.

Layoffs, machines being parked up and 
maintenance contracts being stripped back to 
the bare essentials, have all created a perfect 
storm of pain for companies like WesTrac, Hitachi 
and others. 

It is great news to hear that Mt Thorley 
Warkworth has inked a deal to invest tens of 
millions of dollars on new equipment. 

on Top of this, in May 2016 HVo also got an 
eX5600 replacement. This kind of news is 
great for these companies and their employees 
and hopefully signals a new wave of carefully 
considered mining equipment investment for 
the industry.

The flow on effects to other suppliers will no 
doubt inject substantial revenue into associated 
businesses across a range of disciplines, who have 
been crying out for just this kind of news.

Confidence is gaining more and more momentum 
with each month and even Sydney papers are 
starting to tell some good news mining stories.  

Going into Christmas all have plenty to celebrate 
for once, and with these machines getting parked 
under the MTW Christmas tree it will be a very 
welcome gift to unwrap.

the Deal iNCluDes fiVe New 
Caterpillar ultraClass 

795f’s aND a replaCeMeNt 
eX5600 eXCaVator.

Rio Tinto Coal Australia has been a huge part of the Hunter coal 
industry but if rumours are true then it may soon be time for the 
curtain to close as they take a final bow.

With the sale of Bengalla completed earlier this year, and Mount 
Pleasant sold to Mach that left Hunter Valley operations (HVo) and 
Mouth Thorley Warkworth (MTW) still on their dance card.

MTW has 1300 employees who rely on it to support their families. If 
rumours are true as, media speculation and pub talk widely reported 
last week, then this integral asset to our mining community could 
soon be in the hands of yancoal. And with yancoal’s share price 
leaping from 14 cents in September to 38 cents in november this 
could be because of market speculation about the sale. Though recent 
increases in coal prices are more likely responsible.

HVo is a vital part of our community and rumours abounded that 
Glencore was ready to buy up this asset if the price was right. Despite 
the huge amount of speculation about the proposed sale our sources 
tell us it probably won’t happen. yancoal are the odds here as well.

Rio Tinto Coal Australia has been a valued contributor to our industry 
and supporter of our community, so many will see their selling as a 
loss. But with new owners and a new lease of life on both sites that 
will hopefully mean good news for employees, stakeholders and 
the community.

the last few MoNths the ruMour 
Mill has beeN goiNg Crazy about rio 

tiNto Coal australia selliNg its huNter 
Coal assets MouNt thorley warkworth 

aND huNter Valley operatioNs. by the 
tiMe you reaD this it May alreaDy be faCt.

Deal or 
No Deal

fiVe New Cat’s for Mtw

although we were uNable to get 
a CoNfirMatioN froM either party at 
the tiMe of goiNg to priNt, sourCes oN 
the grouND say the Mtw Deal is alMost DoNe.
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A positivE End to AnothER tough yEAR
as 2016 Draws to a Close 
we’Ve seeN iNDiCatioNs that 
the huNter Coal iNDustry is 
turNiNg the CorNer. therMal 
Coal priCes haVe Nearly 
DoubleD this year, aND 
the CokiNg Coal priCe has 
Nearly tripleD.

Local developments are adding 
to this positive outlook. Recent 
approval of Glencore’s Mt owen 
expansion project means mining 
will continue there until 2031, 
protecting existing jobs and 
creating new opportunities. 
Glencore is also set to restart 
its Integra mine, creating an 
additional 275 jobs. Mach energy 
has also confirmed it intends 
to develop a new coal mine at 
Mount Pleasant, creating local 
business and job opportunities 
during the construction phase, 

and local mining jobs once 
production commences.

These positive signs confirm that 
the coal industry and those that 
work in it will continue to be a 
big part of the Hunter well into 
the future.

The nSW Minerals Council has 
fought hard for mining in 2016. 
We’ve ensured the best possible 
outcomes for our industry, our 
communities, and our people. 
Together with many of you across 
the Hunter we’ve raised our voices 
in support of coal mining and the 
people that make up our great 
industry during some tough times 
together. Let’s hope the positive 
signs we’ve recently seen mean 
we can share more good times 
together next year.

Whatever the future holds you 
can be sure that in 2017 the nSW 

Minerals Council will continue our 
efforts to keep our Hunter mining 
industry strong. 

I wish all our miners and their 
families, our industry suppliers 
and everyone in the Hunter 
a Merry Christmas and a safe 
new year.

Stephen Galilee 
Ceo, nSW Minerals Council

It’s tIme to put down the tonka toys and pIck up a turkey 
leg, cold beer or wIne, be nIce to the In-laws, take off, hIt 
the sand, go bush, spoIl the kIds and prepare for a few 
hangovers. you’ve earned It thIs year. 

What a year it has been. Who would 
have thought that twelve months 
ago with things being as tough 
as they were that we would be 
seeing out the year with a renewed 
confidence we hardly dared 
dream about. 

Supplier after 
supplier are slowly 
picking up and the 
cautious optimism 
is putting many a 
smile on people’s 
faces. The only people grumbling 
this year seem to be the naysayers 
who had written our industry and 
livelihoods off. The reality of the role 
our industry plays in life is well and 
truly proving them wrong. We are 
not going anywhere just yet.

This month across the Hunter 
mining communities, we cover 
off a bit of this and that, including 
wakeboarding and a few predictions 
and hopes from leaders of our 
communities and industry. We hear 
an inspiring story about a miner and 

his penny-farthing. 
our resident Pie 
Minister takes a swipe 
at Santa and the 
spirit of Christmas, 
and Thrift Bros 

fishing legends show you how to bait 
a finger. Austar celebrates a Century 
and we cover the fact that the best 
coal in the world comes from right 
here. We catch up with a young 
Knights legend and mine leco and 
head over to Vegas for a bit of R n R.

My love affair with Quarry Mining 
continues... Check out the ad of the 
year in the following pages. The 
quarry people are as funny as they 
are bloody good at what they do.

It’s Christmas time people and as 
the year closes the @ The Coalface 
family hope every dream and wish 
comes true for you and yours. 
Celebrate what you have achieved, 
celebrate renewed confidence, but 
most of all celebrate with those 
you love and cherish. A very Merry 
Christmas to you all and a Happy 
new year. See you in 2017.
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wiN More stuff thaN 
eVer before iN our big 
ChristMas giVeaway!
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Want a Great Job & Future?
Plant Mechanics and hiGh VoltaGe electricians needed noW!

 » A commitment to safety 
 » 3 + years proven experience in diagnosis, repairs & maintenance of 
various mining equipment (mechanical & electrical) in mining

 » Caterpillar, Komatsu and Hitachi knowledge
 » Motivation

 » Licenses for high risk work with dogging, rigging, crane and work 
platform, MDG25, working at heights tickets

 » Drivers licence & certificate of proficiency 
 » Want to to work shift rosters including nights

StArt noW by SenDinG your CV to 

labour@bkplantrepairs.com.au

You Will need:

EXPERTISE YOU CAN DEPEND ON
9/14 Yangan Drive, Beresfield NSW 2322   ph: +61 (02) 4966 5028  e: orders@quarrymining.com  w: www.quarrymining.com

CHeeRS To A gooD year

While we all know coal 
is a cyclical commodity, 
that doesn’t make it any 
easier for the miners and 
workers on the ground 
when a downturn hits. The 
ripple effect is felt across 
all the state’s mining 
communities. However, 
what has never been in 
doubt is the resilience and 
strength of the mining 
communities of the 
upper Hunter.

The export thermal coal 
price has doubled and 
the coking coal price has 
trebled. These significant 
coal price increases in the 
second half of this year 
is having a real impact 
and great news for the 
wider industry.

This year we passed new 
laws to protect workers 
from illegal protest 
activity. These new laws 
were a commitment at 
the last election and the 

government has delivered. 
While we respect the right 
to protest peacefully, we 
do not condone the actions 
of individuals that put the 
lives of workers, and indeed 
the protesters themselves, 
at risk.

The nSW Government 
also believes we’ve made 
significant improvements 
this year in regard to 
workplace health and 
safety for the state’s 
mining communities.

I’m sure many of you would 
be aware or have seen first-
hand, the safety risks posed 
by illegal ‘lock-on’ devices 
or reckless interference 
with mining equipment 
and even explosives. This 
behaviour is, quite simply, 
unacceptable. As the 
industry regulator, I’m 
pleased to see these new 
laws are now in place to 
protect the workforce.

As you would be aware 
there has also been some 
concern around the re-
emergence of suspected 
‘black lung’ cases in 
Queensland. I am proud 
to say the Queensland 
Government has reached 
to us for advice and 
support due to the fact 
the nSW health and 
safety regulatory model 
is considered the national 
benchmark in this area.

I can assure you that 
health and safety is of 
paramount importance to 
the nSW Government and 
we will continue to work 
with industry, workers 
and independent experts 
to ensure this remains 
the case.

From my family to yours, 
Merry Christmas and our 
best wishes to you for a 
happy, safe and rewarding 
new year.

this MoNth i Mark three years as MiNister for resourCes aND eNergy 
aND it is for the first tiMe iN that perioD that the Coal priCe is fiNally 
heaDiNg iN the right DireCtioN.

‘AvE A 
lAugh with PH 02 4946 9800
one night a Viking named Rudolph the Red was 
looking out the window when, all of a sudden, he said, “It’s 
going to rain.”

His wife turned and asked, “How do you know?”

“Because,” he said, “Rudolph the Red knows rain, dear.”

lEttER FRom you
eaCh MoNth @ the CoalfaCe features soMe 
feeDbaCk froM our reaDers. we waNt to hear 
your opiNioNs oN eVerythiNg – the gooD, the 
baD aND the iNterestiNg. Drop us a liNe.

My partner really loves a 
drop of wine, she works 
in one of the cellar doors 
in Pokolbin and I work in 
the mines. While I try to 
stick to beer, I’ve slowly 
come around to the taste 
of fermented grape juice. 
We’re so lucky to live so 
close to the places we both 
work. It makes spending 
time with the kids and 
each other so much easier, 
plus with some of the job 
insecurity in the mining 
industry, we know we’ll 
be ok for a little while 
at least, because of my 
partner’s full time work. 
But, talking with a few of 
her work mates, and even 

with a few of my mates 
in our industry, it always 
seems like there’s tension 
between the two. Without 
sounding like a hippy, I 
don’t see why we can’t 
all get along. our home 
is here in the Hunter. It’s 
where we want to raise 
our kids and expose them 
to the great things our 
region has to offer. We 
want to give them the best 
of both worlds, and that 
includes wines and mines 
for us. It’d be great to hear 
how both industries are 
or could work together for 
the future of our region 
and our families.

ryan roberts, Cessnock

@ The Coalface thinks this is a good point and we 
believe there’s room for both industries to survive 
and thrive. Working together is the most important 
thing we can do to secure the future of both sectors 
and the community. Let us know your thoughts.

4  december 2016 - January 2017| @ the coalface
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For more information, visit 
www.bloomcoll.com.au

The Bloomfield Group.

    We have an 80 year heritage in the NSW Hunter Valley  

    Operations are concentrated at two modest open-cut  

mines at East Maitland and Singleton 

    We are 100% locally and family owned. Our workers  

are long term and work with us, not for us   

    We have shown we are part of the community because  

we engage and listen  

   Our environmental record is well respected     

    When the coal sector has been struggling, we saw 

opportunity and have quietly been creating 100 new jobs

WHY ARE WE  
DIFFERENT? 
MERRY CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR
– SEE YOU IN 2017

From our family to yours, we wish you the best for the 
festive season.

Have a happy and prosperous New Year.

Stay safe over the holiday period.

FINANCE SOLUTIONS YOU NEED TO GET THE JOB DONE
OVER 100 YEARS OF COMBINED EXPERIENCE | ACCESS TO ALL MAJOR BANKS AND LENDERS

Garth Bryant 0410 338 189 | garth@newcomfin.com.au
Sam Mason 0408 681 419 | sam@newcomfin.com.au
Head office 02 4922 1000

w w w . n e w c o m f i n . c o m . a u

•	 Equipment Finance
•	 Motor Vehicle Finance

•	 Insurance Premium Funding
•	 Commercial & Industrial Property Loans

•	 Residential Property Loans
•	 Business Banking Facilities

•	 Debt Restructures 
and Refinances

•	 Mining 
•	 Engineering

•	 Construction & Earthmoving
•	 Transport & Logistics

•	 Manufacturing
•	 Bus & Coach

•	 Agriculture & 
Primary Industries

•	 IT & Technology
•	 Professional Services

•	 Waste Management
•	 Aviation

mEdiA on shAky gRound
reCeNtly we’Ve seeN soMe MeDia outlets blaMiNg 
Coal MiNiNg for earthquakes aND tryiNg to DruM 
up a bit of hysteria, but where’s the eViDeNCe?

A uS academic once 
blamed the 1989 newcastle 
earthquake on coal mining 
activity. However, the paper 
was based on suppositions 
and had no hard evidence to 
support its theory.

The paper became highly 
controversial with many 
scientists believing that 
because the quake happened 
deep within the earth’s crust 

it was more likely a result of 
natural events than mining.
doEs mining ACtivity 
CAusE EARthquAkEs?
Daniel Jaksa of the Geoscience 
Australia’s earthquake Alert 
Centre said on ABC radio some 
time ago.

“no, the minerals we mine 
are generally caused by 
earthquakes in the first place, 
hence the areas are prone to 

seismic events. It’s the other 
way around; we have mining 
because of earthquakes,” Mr 
Jaksa said.

“So it’s not unusual that you 
will find earthquakes near 
mines because mines are 
near faults and interestingly 
enough, so are people.”

It must be noted that mining 
activities do induce very 
small seismic events but it 
is known as rockburst in 
metal mines and bump in 
coal mines and are not earth 
shattering earthquakes. 

The science is still a work 
in progress and media 

reports are often lacking 
any references to scientific 
evidence. While we in no 
way are suggesting that 
mining may not be a small 
contributor, it is only one of 
many human activities that 
may be having an effect. 

Australia sits on the Indo-
Australian plate and we have 
more quakes than other 
regions that sit in the middle 
of plates and are considered 
relatively stable and yet no 
one knows why. 

When it comes to what causes 
earthquakes there are still 
more questions than answers.

Craig said on the move, 
“Changes in the market 
over the last few years 
have transformed the 
heavy equipment market, 
driving major growth in 
the used and reconditioned 
parts to the mining and 
heavy vehicle industries 
across Australia. I see huge 
opportunity in this space. 

This shift in approach 
has seen companies like 
Complete be able to grow 
in a down market and this 
and the ability to respond 
quickly, along with the 
opportunity to be part a fast 
growing organisation is why 
I made the decision.” 

Craig has worked with every 

mining customer in the 
Hunter Valley, Mudgee and 
Gunnedah. not many have 
his breadth of knowledge, 
experience and professional 
respect at the big end of 
mining equipment. Being 
a Cat specialist obviously 
stands Craig in good stead 
selling and dismantling 
used earthmoving and 
Mining equipment from all 
the major suppliers.

He said that the vision and 
investment owner Sean 
Dyson has committed to the 

company’s future, such as 
their new Singleton facility, 
was also a major factor. 

“He started with nothing 
and was smart in his 
approach and what he 
achieved in five years in 
a poor market is pretty 
impressive. The next 
five years will see major 
expansion and I want to be 
a big part of driving that,” 
Craig said.

We wish Craig success as a 
new part of Complete Parts.

after 23 years as aN Cat Dealer Network 
seNior MaNager, Craig taNzer Makes a big 
MoVe to CoMplete parts as geNeral MaNager.

CoMPLeTe traNsforMatioN

This year alone, both the District 
and its Lodges from many mine 
sites across the industry have 
generously donated more than 
$220,000, which doesn’t include 
the $1.5 million they donate 
annually to the Westpac Rescue 
Helicopter Service. Some of these 
well-deserved recipients include: 

• Hunter Medical 
Research Institute

• Ronald McDonald House
• Sids and Kids Hunter Region
• Westpac Rescue 

Helicopter Service
• CanTeen
• Calvary Mater oncology
• Variety the Children’s Charity
The District also gave grants to St 
Mary’s Maitland, Gloucester High 

School, Singleton High School, 
St Joseph’s Lochinvar, Maitland 
Grossman High School and 
Muswellbrook High as part of their 
Schools Grant Program in 2016.

hElping EvEn As 
thEy ClosE thEiR dooRs
Because of mine closures some 
of the union’s long standing 
Lodges, Drayton, Teralba and West 
Wallsend have been closed but that 
didn’t stop their Members donating 
to the community one last time 
with many local community 
groups receiving donations. 

a big thank you to all the union 
Members who so generously 
donate, playing a vital role in 
making sure our communities 
have the services we need.  

Drayton 
sAddlEs up
With the final layoffs of the 
Drayton north employees leaving 
some in the community in 
turmoil, the recent PAC meeting in 
Muswellbrook was an opportunity 
for their opinions to be heard and 
more importantly, for the facts to 
be reviewed.

However, many chose not to attend 
and when you ask them why, their 
response is they feel the PAC is a 
waste of time and resources and 
they have serious doubts that the 
PAC is basing its decisions on facts 
or is instead being influenced by 
political and media opinion.

nathan Tinkler gave it to the studs 
in terms of the squeaky clean 
image they try to project and it was 
food for thought without taking 
anything away from the many 
fine people in that industry. The 
studs stacked the room with many 

people, and to be fair the great 
majority clearly were not locals.

Both sides of the paddock fence 
are blaming the government 
for allowing our two industries 
to be pitted against each other 
in this drawn out battle and a 
decision needs to be made to stop 
our community being torn apart 
any further.

@ The Coalface would love to 
see the Commission approve the 
project and the much needed 
jobs go back into our community, 
but more importantly, we think 
both industries deserve to have 
an answer so we can go back to 
working alongside each other as we 
have done throughout the years.

unfortunately the PAC has not 
indicated how long until they 
make the decision so it remains a 
waiting game.

Donating 
Makes a DiffereNCe

MeMbers of the CfMeu NortherN MiNiNg & Nsw eNergy 
DistriCt iN 2016 haVe, oNCe agaiN, CoNtiNueD to show 
their oNgoiNg support for their CoMMuNities through 
DoNatioNs to a great NuMber of worthy reCipieNts.

for the fiNal tiMe, aNglo aMeriCaN Makes it Case to the 
paC for DraytoN south approVal, but DoN’t eXpeCt a 
resolutioN aNytiMe sooN.

a saD Day for our CoMMuNity

@ the coalface | december 2016 - January 2017 76  december 2016 - January 2017| @ the coalface
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re-manufacture 
buckets with

Ph 4932 7379 
or 4932 8023 www.jsengineering.com.au

 »safer
 »sustainable

 »faster
 »better!

integrity, excellence anD 
innovation in inDustry

CONSULT.

DELIVER.
MAINTAIN.

24 Wallarah Road, Muswellbrook NSW 2333

Mob: +61 438 924 215  /  +61 2 5517 1310

www.logicamms.com

OPERATIONAL & MAINTENANCE SERVICES 

SKILLED LABOUR

TRAINING & COMPLIANCE

OPERATIONS ENGINEERING SUPPORT 

SUSTAINING CAPITAL WORKS

We are the second largest coal 
exporter in the world and if we 
stopped exporting, people would just 
start buying coal elsewhere and the 
consequences would be disastrous, 
especially for our economy. 

If coalmines in Australia shut down 
immediately to reduce our carbon 
footprint what would happen? For 
one, most us would be sitting in the 
dark, unable to work or feed our 
kids, and looking at dark mobile 
screens unable to even lament our 

sorrows on social media.

EmERging EConomiEs And nAtions 
will sEE usAgE RisE
Would worldwide emissions be 
reduced? no. 

What would happen is that 
environmental outcomes world drop 
considerably due to poor mining 
practices in other parts of the world. 
The planet would be worse off and 
the environment would be worse 
off. The other little problem is that 

many people would die due to poor 
safety standards, but being out of 
sight, very little of those facts are of 
relevance to activists.

why wE should ContinuE to 
EXpoRt CoAl
As Australians, we have the best of 
everything, the best beaches, the 
best sportsmen, the best babes, and 
of course, the best coal.

And by having the best, or as we 
often hear, the cleanest coal in the 

world, it means that when our coal 
is used it can result in reducing 
emissions worldwide. Ceasing our 
exporting of coal would have a 
more harmful effect on worldwide 
emissions than continuing to export.

Let’s look at thermal coal which 
represents about 80% of the 
worlds coal usage. Thermal coal 
in Australia has lower levels of 
sulphur, ash, mercury, selenium 
and other trace elements than coal 
from other exporting countries. 
A higher quality coal produces 
fewer emissions per unit of 
electricity used.

Also to be considered, is the 
moisture content in the coal. The 
more moisture found in the coal 
means that less useful energy 
is recovered. our exported coal 
is around 10 percent moisture 
whereas Indonesian coal is closer to 
30 percent.

But cleaner coal is a misleading 
term, more appropriate would be 
efficient coal, because if Australian 
coal is used, less coal is burnt to get 
the same energy compared to other 
producers. Less coal burnt for the 
same job means fewer emissions. 
Combine that with next gen Hele 
power stations and few could deny 
it’s a compelling story.

Knowing this, it seems only logical 
that until renewables come into 
play and worldwide coal usage 
begins to cease, then we should do 
as Australians do best. Strive for 
first place.

BeST CoAL iN the worlD

australia is the seCoND largest eXporter of Coal 
worlDwiDe. here’s why we shoulD be NuMber oNe.

100 years later, Pelton Colliery, now 
part of the Austar Coal Mine, is the 
last remaining coal-producing mine 
in the Cessnock area.

When it started, 36 men and 
boys were employed with only a 
third of them ever having worked 
underground before. Today, Austar 
Coal Mine employs 240 men 
and women and has been a vital 
contributor to our community for 
the last 100 years.
plAying it sAFE
So much has changed in the industry 
in the 100 years since it opened 
and the biggest differences are in 
safety and technology. Back then, 
PPe consisted of a hardhat, a pair of 
shorts, singlet and shin pads. Miners 
used naked flames to see, air flow 
was created by an underground 
furnace and coal was cut by hand. 
not A BAd dAy’s woRk
Although they may not have had 
the top of the line safety gear that 
workers now wear, they did work 
shorter shifts then most miners 
do today. In 1943, a typical miner’s 
shift started at 7am and lasted 
eight hours. Actual work time 
underground was about six hours a 
day. The rest was taken up in travel-
time to and from the coalface. 

you CAn lEAd A hoRsE AnywhERE
Pit horses were part of Pelton 
Colliery’s operation until 1972 and 
early records show stables and a feed 
storehouse were built during 1922. In 
1926 there were 37 pit horses. each 
one had their own stall, in which to 
rest and recover after a hard day’s 
work hauling coal. nowadays, all 
the beasts used by Austar are of the 
mechanical type.  
still going stRong todAy
Coal continues to be crushed and 
washed at Austar’s Coal Handling 
and Preparation Plant at the site 
of the Pelton Colliery, producing 
a product that’s been boosting 
our economy and supporting our 
families for 100 years.

Austar operations Manager, Brian 
Wesley had this to say. “Throughout 
its many owners and operators, 
the Austar Coal Mine has been an 
important part of the history of 
Cessnock and the surrounding 
region, providing employment and 
training opportunities for entire 
generations of local families.”

Congratulations austar!

‘AvE A 
lAugh with

When I was six years old I got a lump of coal from Santa.

The next year I decided to get back at him and poison the cookies. Somehow, 
the bastard found out and killed my dad.

PH 02 4946 9800

100 not out

oN 15 april 1916 
surfaCe operatioNs 

CoMMeNCeD at peltoN 
Colliery iN the south 
MaitlaND CoalfielDs.

the begiNNiNg 
of peltoN Colliery – photo Courtesy 
of a. galloway, eD toNks ColleCtioN

No horsiNg arouND! 
photo Courtesy of NewCastle 
wallseND Coal CoMpaNy

hosiNg DowN the CoalfaCe – 
photo Courtesy of NewCastle 
wallseND Coal CoMpaNy
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PeoPLe power MiNiNg
uNDergrouND, oN the surfaCe, aND iN our CoMMuNities, it’s the 
MuMs, DaDs, brothers aND sisters that turN up eVery Day aND 
Do the harD yarDs that DeserVe real CreDit.

While I write about mining and 
tell lots of people how passionate 
I am to be working in it, the truth 
of the matter is I’m about as close 
to being a miner as I am to being a 
Melbourne Cup jockey. 

Real miners are a special breed who 
work long hours at difficult times 
and under very difficult conditions. 
Anyone who doesn’t think it’s about 
as hard a day’s work as a person 
could do is kidding themselves. It’s 
challenging underground, and in 
the pits they might have a bit of 
aircon, but driving around, digging, 
drilling or keeping it all going in 
maintenance for twelve hours is 
something that really tests the 
stamina and brain.

The mining people in our mining 
communities put in just as much 
effort off the job. I don’t know 

of a sporting team, charity or 
similar, that would survive without 
our mining people. They step up 
when needed and they step up 
even when they are not. Mining 
people have been instrumental in 
building our communities over 
many generations.

The families I have gotten to know 
are built on proud foundations 
of hard work, respect, love and 
selflessness. They are more often 
than not generational mining 
families and the work ethic and 
community involvement is passed 
down. It’s special to see.

our people ride the ups and downs 
of the industry and like pro bull 
riders they hang on for their lives. 

It’s not easy in a down turn when 
they or their friends lose work or go 
belly up, but when the shit hits the 
fan they come together, close ranks 
and look after each others backs. 

The changes in the industry, while 
sometimes necessary, don’t make 
it any easier. I couldn’t imagine the 
stress of trying to keep a family 
with three or four kids (and a dog or 
two) going, when you are living 
as a contractor. yes it’s the way 
of the industry 
these days, but 
no holidays 
and other 
conditions, 

plus the financial implications 
and no certainty, sure do make life 
difficult. Mining people just get on 
with it.

To finish... Don’t change anything 
about who you are, keep working 
hard. Keep joking around. Keep 
loving and protecting those around 

you as magnificently as you 
do. you are a bloody credit 
to yourselves and I’ve 
never been more proud to 
know a bigger bunch of 
rat bags. Inspiring is the 
only way to describe you.

this was the ofteN-repeateD eXClaMatioN wheN MaNgoola 
Coal’s MiNe site beCaMe a MassiVe outDoor ClassrooM for 60 
stuDeNts froM Muswellbrook’s st JaMes priMary sChool oN 
NoVeMber 24.

organised by the upper Hunter 
Mining Dialogue, the students were 
hosted by the Glencore mine for a 
bus tour of its mining operations 
and rehabilitation program. The 
Mangoola tour gave the students 
a rare opportunity to see first-
hand what they are studying in 
their classroom.

The years 5 and 6 students are 
studying coal mining as part of their 
science unit including learning about 
the process of coal formation, how 
it is transformed into electricity, 
the role of coal in our day-
to-day lives and the impacts 
the industry can have on our 
everyday lives.

Glencore’s nathan Lane, 
Damien Ryba and Rae o’Brien 
talked to the students about 
coal mining, how coal is used 
and how mines rehabilitate 
the land after mining has 
moved on.

The upper Hunter Mining 

Dialogue plans to roll out the mine 
tours on a much larger scale next 
year; the Dialogue is finalising 
a program which would see all 
primary and secondary schools in the 
Muswellbrook-Singleton area offered 
mine and rehabilitation tours.

The purpose of next year’s tours 
program will be to educate youth 
on the impacts and benefits of 
mining in the upper Hunter as 
part of the Dialogue’s role to foster 
communication between the mining 
industry and the community.

publishers opiNioN

i aM iNspireD by 
eVery oNe of 

you MagNifiCeNt 
bastarDs!

“WoW! look at that! 
thAt’s AwEsomE!” BuSy bees

A team of 50 
employees 
volunteered their 
time on Saturday, 
november 26, to 
deliver a number 
of projects on 
the school’s 
“wish list”.

Key projects were 
construction of 
an amphitheatre 
and seating, truck 
sand box play 
stations, seats and 
tables for senior 
students, shelters, 
an outdoor chess board and other 
play areas. 

Principal Maryanne Finder said 
the school was “overwhelmed” 
by the gesture. The key projects 
will enable children to learn 

through play, such as problem-
solving through games of chess. 
The amphitheatre will enable the 
students to produce concerts and 
take part in performance classes. 

Another great example of Glencore 
giving back to the community.

gleNCore’s raVeNsworth opeN Cut eMployees haVe oNCe 
agaiN pitCheD iN for their aNNual CoMMuNity workiNg 
bee, this tiMe CoMpletiNg a paCkage of works at st 
CatheriNe’s CatholiC College, siNgletoN.

10  december 2016 - January 2017 | @ the coalface



@ the CoalfaCe @ the CoalfaCe

MINING MAINTENANCE AND OVERHAUL SPECIALISTS

PH (02) 6572 4811
w w w . t r a d e c o r e . n e t . a u

16 Magpie St 
Singleton

MERRy CHRISTMAS 
from our family to yours

Tradecore are your one stop shop for complete maintenance services:

•	 Fabrications	and	welding	repairs
•	 Asset	management	

Shutdown	work	and	management

•	 Earthmoving	equipment	repairs
•	 Labour	Hire
•	 Light	vehicle	repairs	and	servicing

•	 Equipment	and	commercial	light	vehicle	
hire	fleet

•	 High	voltage	and	auto	electrical	services

for all your 

hydraulic 
solutions

Ph 02 4964 4211
email sales@tihydraulics.com.au

8 Kinta Drive  BeresfielD

SaleS, Service & DeSign

When he first applied, 1000 
applicants were reduced to 10, they 
took 8 and Michael missed out. His 
coal mining dream was put on hold.

We’ll come back to coal mining 
a bit later. How he got there is a 
story of selflessness, community, 
commitment and a healthy dose of 
insanity thrown in for good measure. 
It’s been a bumpy ride, but never 
being one to sit, or for that matter 
stand around for long, he took the 
long road there. 

Before mining he was a part time 
builder, part time sports therapist 
and full time asthmatic.

Michael had been committed to 
community service and fundraising 
most of his adult life. one day he 
decided to raise some money for the 
Asthma Foundation and rode a 16-
inch uni cycle a record distance for 
time and raised eleven grand which 
gave him a thirst for volunteer work. 

In 2010 he built two 1880s penny-
farthings and raced one over a 
thousand kilometers in a week for 
the Asthma Foundation and nearly 
killed himself along the way. He said, 
“I basically spent two years fitness 
training, boxing and cycling. Riding 
a penny-farthing with no brakes, no 

gears; it’s uncomfortable. Along the 
way they thought I had a stroke, I 
did two achilles tendons and was so 
exhausted I had basic decisions taken 
off me. But it was worth it because 
that one week generated more than 
twelve months of media for them and 
had me visiting parliament, schools 
and doing radio and newspaper 
interviews. $100,000 was raised and 
then I raised another 100 grand in 
speaking engagements.” Through all 
of this he didn’t keep a cent. 

it all CaMe at great Cost aND 
took a toll oN the faMily. 

Michael said, “My wife Amanda made 
tons of sacrifices for me and so did 
my beautiful three kids, Jasmine 17, 
Hanna 16 and Ruby 
12. But through it 
all they’ve learnt 
valuable lessons in 
life about the gift 
of giving and living 
within your means. 
Sacrificing meant 
no restaurants, no 
holidays and a lot 
more, but they were 
always by my side. 

Then recognition 
started to come. 

Michael became 
nSW Volunteer of 
the year and went 
on to represent nSW and became 
Australian Volunteer of the year. If 
that wasn’t enough Lake Macquarie 
Citizen of the year followed.

theN stuff 
really starteD to happeN.

Michael was invited to the World 
Volunteer organisation Conference 
in Amsterdam where the top six 
countries in the world were up 
for the world’s most outstanding 
volunteer. He won. He went on to say, 
“It was funny, I had no money to get 
there and had to beg emirates for a 
ticket. The life of a volunteer! 

aND that’s 
where MiNiNg CoMes iN.

Volunteer work led him to become 
a motivational speaker and a 
month later he had a gig talking 
for Centennial, which completely 
changed his life. Volunteering 
allowed him to land a talk at a HSeC 
conference where all of his potential 
employers were in the audience. 

He cleverly prompted an audience 
member about what his plans for the 
future were. His response? “I want to 
be a coalminer.” 

he was offereD a Job that Day. 

“It was a pretty emotional day. I 
actually cried. The missus had said I 
had to get a job in no uncertain terms 
and I agreed. So you can imagine the 
weight of the world lifting off my 
shoulders not to mention the family.”

He then told us, “My grandfather, 
great grandfather, cousins and 
uncles were all coalminers and it 
appealed to me. I didn’t get into it 
after school but it was a passion and 
was a big part of where I lived in Lake 
Macquarie.

“My hero is my dad, a self made 
man who started in a tin shed and 
is now one of the worlds leading 
manufacturers of hyperbaric 
pressure chambers for diving. He 
taught me to follow my dreams and 
never give up and I never did and now 
I am living it. Living my coalmining 
dream. People at work say what is 
wrong with you? Why are you always 
smiling and working so hard? It’s 
an easy answer, ‘I enjoy it and I am 
so thankful for it. In a nutshell I just 
bloody love it.”

Anyone out there needing motivation 
or reminding just how much mining 
means to people and brings to 
peoples lives... you don’t have to look 
much further than Michael!

Dreams Do 

ComE 
tRuE

late to the iNDustry through a 
traiNeeship at CeNteNNials at the age 
of 40, Now 45-year-olD MiChael CowaN 
is the kiND of Coal MiNer you DoN’t 
Meet eVery Day. aCtually he’s the kiND 
of bloke you DoN’t Meet aNy Day.

Tony’s been in the mining game for 
34 years and for the last 15 years he’s 
also been slowly building up his own 
cattle farming business. Today he 
manages 160 head of commercial 
cattle on 600 acres of land at Duns 
Creek and Quorrobolong with the 
help of his wife Liz.

Like many farmers, Tony works as 
a miner not just because he loves 
the mining industry, but because 
these days it’s almost impossible 
for anyone to be able to 
buy the amount of land 
that’s required to run a 
successful agricultural 
business. unless you’ve 
been passed down a 
farm or land through 
the generations, it’s 
highly unlikely 
you’ll be able to 
kick start your 
own business.

Some might 
call Tony a 
hobby farmer, 
but spending 
every spare 
minute when 
you’re not at 
work artificially 
inseminating cows, 
spreading tons of 
chicken manure and all 
the other hard tasks that 
make up a cattle farmer’s 
life means that Tony spends 
more time working the farm 
then down in the mine. 

When you ask Tony why he 
does it, he says he’s passionate 
about both mining and farming. 
“It can be difficult juggling 
both but also very rewarding. 
I like being a leader at work 

and managing a good crew, but 
sometimes after the stresses of a 
work day it’s good to hang up the 
HIVIS and don the Akubra hat. out 
on the farm, it’s peaceful and I like 
the manual labour. It lets you just 
focus on the simple task on hand 
and forget about the rat race.”

People like Tony are the 
backbone of our community 

and most people agree. 
Tony said, “Most people 

support that I’m 
both a miner and a 
farmer, especially as 
most of the farmers 
around these days 

are also supporting 
their families working 

in a second industry. 
you get a few die-hard 

anti-miners but they are 
few and far in between. 
And mining certainly 

supports my farming as 
yancoal leases me 200 of 
the 600 acres I use. you 
can’t get much more 
support than that.”

With plans to expand 
his stud and get into 

embryo transfer to 
increase the quality of 
his cattle, we know Tony 
won’t stop working hard 

anytime soon.

he Might be up at 
oNe aM assistiNg a 
CalViNg eVeN wheN 

he’s workiNg 14 hour 
Days oN the weekeND 

shift at austar

CoW MiNer

toNy sutCliffe is aN uNDerMaNager at austar Coal MiNe aND 
a passioNate Cattle farMer, aND like MaNy others iN our 
CoMMuNity, is proof that the two iNDustries Do Co-eXist.

wiN the Mega MoNthly 
Meat raffle worth 

$150 CoMpliMeNts of 
roberts Meats!

The Hunters best butcher of hand 
picked meaty goodness! 

for your chance to win, simply sMs: 
roberts and your email address to 
0438 474 290.

Limit of one entry per person. LTPM/16/01100

w
iN

!

Cow MiNer...

...Coal 
MiNer
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who woulDN’t waNt to 
haVe their owN pieCe of 
Caterpillar equipMeNt?

Thanks to Components 
only we are 
giving away a CAT 
D10T Dozer.

okay so it’s 
a diecast of 
the dozer, but 
wouldn’t she look 
a beauty sitting next to all the wife’s 
knick knacks.

for your chance to win, simply sMs: Cat 
and your email address to 0438 474 290.

w
iN!

A few things that we would like 
to see for 2017 are a new spirit of 
coexistence and conversation with the 
horse industry, closer ties with our 
wine industry and a commitment to 
continued diversification alongside 
a vibrant and productive mining 
industry. We want the confidence, 
vibrancy and the mood of our local 
communities to continue to get 
back to where it should be and we 
want our workers to be confident in 
their future. Better conditions for 
contractors and suppliers alike are 
high on the list, and stability and 
confidence for our mining companies. 

May the renaissance and growth of 
the city of newcastle continue at 

supercar speed, and the roar of the 
engines of nSW’s greatest non capital 
city be cheered along the way…and 
of course, may the mighty newcastle 
Knights rise to reign supreme on 
sacred ground! 

With all that in mind we also spoke 
to a cross section of our industry 
and community leaders and asked 
them to tell @ The Coalface what 
they wish for as we look forward to a 
prosperous 2017.

anthony roberts, Minister for 
industry, resources and energy

I believe the industry has a lot to look 
forward to in 2017. The year will begin 
with a strong coal price which is a 

great platform for 
the industry, which 
I hope to further 
jobs growth in our 
mining sector, both 
in terms of mining 
jobs and other forms 
of employment 
across mining towns 
and communities. 

In 2017 the nSW 
Government will also 
be putting in place its 
new Strategic Release 
Framework for the 
potential release of 
new areas for coal 
exploration. This 
upfront assessment 
of potential areas 
will give certainty 
to everyone about 
where future coal 
exploration could 
take place.

stephen galilee, Ceo, Nsw 
Minerals Council

As an industry we’ve slogged through 
some tough times recently and 2016 
was no different. Through it all we’ve 
remained resilient. With things 
starting to look up, let’s hope together 
we can enjoy a better 2017.  Merry 
Christmas and a safe and Happy 
new year.

Joel fitzgibbon, federal Member 
for hunter, shadow Minister for 
agriculture, fisheries and forestry 
and shadow Minister for rural and 
regional australia

My wish for the Region’s coal mining 
industry is for continuing higher 
prices for both steaming and coking 
coal. Coal has a future. Developing 
countries growing out of poverty will 
need our cleaner and more efficient 
product for many years to come. 
That’s a win for them, a win for 
the environment, and a win for the 
Hunter’s economy and local jobs.

katie brassil, executive general 
Manager external affairs, 
Centennial Coal

I wish that every single one of our 
people returns home safely to their 
families each day and that our 
region again enjoys the benefits of 
a prosperous mining industry. More 
broadly, I also wish mining is seen 
and appreciated for the essential 
role it plays in providing reliable 
and affordable energy domestically 
and internationally.

Michael Johnsen, Mp upper hunter

Mining has played a role in the fabric of 
the upper Hunter for over a hundred 
years. In that time many families 
have thrived and survived thanks 
to the mining industry, and many 
communities have been enriched.

History proves not only the social and 
economic importance of mining in the 
upper Hunter, but also that coexistence 
between mining and other equally 
important industries, has, does and will 
continue to work.

brian wesley, Mine operations 
Manager, austar Coal Mine 

Having been a part of the Cessnock and 
surrounding community for the past 
100 years, Austar would like to wish all 
readers a safe and happy Christmas. 
Austar looks forward to continuing its 
relationship with the local community 
for years to come and will continue to 
support our workforce, their families 
and community by leading the way in 
safety culture and practices. 

Cr sue Moore, Mayor of singleton

Resilience and prosperity are well-
worn economic terms, especially in 
discussions about the booms and busts 
of the mining industry. My wish for 
2017 is that we not only look at the ups 
and downs, but also respond to what 
these terms mean to people and what 
our community needs to enhance our 
feeling of well-being and harmony.

suzie Messner, Community liaison 
Manager, The Bloomfield Group

To see all members of the community 
embracing and celebrating the 
amazing attributes of the whole of the 
Hunter Region.

To celebrate the fabulous tourism 
opportunities, geographic beauty, 
employment choices, strong economy 
and biodiversity reserved land that 
makes the Hunter the place we all love 
to call home.

Cr bob pynsent, Mayor of Cessnock

My one wish for our wonderful local 
government area would be to see it 
continue as a thriving community. 
Predominantly a mining town until 
recent years, the City of Cessnock 
is now prospering in other ways 
including with the growth of the 
tourism industry and residential 
development as our population 
increases. I look forward to what we 
can achieve over the next 12 months 
and know our future remains strong.

Versatile 
Mechanical 
solutions for 
rotary drills
consuMables
•	 Service	kitS
•	 SwitcheS
•	 tong	dieS
•	 ShimS	
•	 BuSheS

•	 proxieS
•	 valves
•	 levers
•	 guageS
•	 seals

new or rebuilt 
•	 hoBo
•	 rotary	head
•	 pumpS
•	 valve	BankS
•	 cylinderS

•	 carouSel
•	 motorS
•	 Seat	operator
•	 pto	aSSemBly
•	 SheaveS

w w w . v e r s a m e c h . c o m . a u

call	waz	on	
02 6574 6574

Limit of one entry per person.

LTPM/16/01100

CATCH A Cat 

BRing on 2017!!

it’s beeN a big year for eVeryoNe 
NaVigatiNg the waters of life iN 
our iNDustry, CoMMuNities aND 
regioN iN 2016. we are fiNishiNg 
stroNg aND we are goiNg to JuMp 
iNto NeXt year steel CappeD 
boots aND all.
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‘AvE A 
lAugh with PH 02 4946 9800

It was Christmas eve at the Woolies 
meat counter and a woman was 
anxiously picking over the last few 
remaining turkeys in the hope of 
finding a large one.

In desperation she called over a 
shop assistant and said, ‘excuse me. 
Do these turkeys get any bigger?’ 

‘no, madam, ‘he replied, ‘they’re 
all dead.’

Hoses & Fittings Central Lubrication

Our Focus is Service... Guaranteed!134-222Call 24 HOURS - 7 DAYS
www.pirtek.com.au

Fire Suppression Safety

Quick Fill Instrumentation

Lubrication Spill Control

Contact:
Dubbo 
Call 0417 844 578

Gunnedah 
26 Barber St. Gunnedah (02) 6742 4988

Lithgow 
1 Ian Holt Dr. Lithgow (02) 6355 7004

Maitland 
129 Racecourse Rd. Rutherford (02) 4932 1120 

Mudgee 
36 Sydney Rd. Mudgee (02) 6372 3454

Muswellbrook 
88 Maitland Rd. (02) 6543 4255

Newcastle 
20 Munibung Rd. Cardiff (02) 4954 5933

Orange 
97 Elsham Ave. Orange (02) 6360 2944

Singleton 
14 Maskey Rd. Mt Thorley (02) 6574 2782

Tamworth 
4/61 Barnes St. Tamworth (02) 6762 0600

the CessNoCk DistriCt resCue squaD has beeN helpiNg huNter 
resiDeNts siNCe 1978. 

25 dedicated and brave people 
volunteer their time and skills to 
make sure the Cessnock and Kurri 
bases are always there to answer 
our call in an emergency. Freeing 
people trapped in motor vehicles, 
conducting searches, and rescuing 
or catching animals are all in a 
day’s work for these heroic guys 
and girls.

James Harris is the Public Relations 
Officer for the squad and says that 
they rely heavily on the support of 
the community and that includes 
the coal community. “We don’t 
see much government funding, 
so fundraising and donations are 
what keep us going. Without the 
support from council, residents 
and businesses which include our 
local coal mines, we wouldn’t be 
able to operate.”

But most importantly what keeps 
this squad going are the selfless 
volunteers. one of these is Chris 
Madgwick. Chris is an electrician 
at Myuna Colliery and has been 
a volunteer with the squad since 
1991. Like most squad members, 
Chris wanted to give something 
back to his community and saw 
joining the squad as a perfect 
opportunity to do that. “I wanted to 
help out my community so I joined 
the squad and I can’t believe over 
a quarter of century has gone by. 
It’s rewarding work even though 
some of the animal rescues can 
be testing. one moment you’re 
helping a cute little kangaroo and 
the next it’s like you’re in a boxing 
ring battling it out.”

The summer period is the busiest 
time of the year for the squad 

and though they deal with some 
intense and confronting situations, 
especially when motor vehicles 
are involved, some rescues can 
lead to entertaining stories. With 
between 200-300 snake rescue 
calls a year they’ve encountered all 
types of snakes, even a few of those 
imaginary varieties.

Like the time they were called out 
for large snake in a bed, only to 
find it was a large crease in the 
doona. or the time the culprit 
turned out to be some black plastic 
weed matting.

But humour aside, the job these 
selfless guys do is important and 
we should do all we can to support 
them. It’s as easy as buying a 
raffle ticket next time you see 
them fundraising or if you want to 
give back to your community and 
become a part of a family you can 
become a volunteer. Just watch out 
for the kangaroos!

CessnoCk to 
the resCue

the DeDiCateD aND braVe 
CessNoCk DistriCt resCue 

squaD VoluNteers

the squaD are 
eXperts at DealiNg 
with sNakes

Glencore’s Craig Strudwick said 
Glencore is proud to support 
this new initiative. All Ways 
entertainment have come up with 
an excellent band line-up and 
Singleton residents can expect to 
experience some great bands.

“It is about creating a family-
friendly free event where the 
community can come together and 
just enjoy being in the outdoors 
and listening to good music,” Mr 
Strudwick said.

Held smack in the centre of town 
the location is a win-win situation 
for Singleton Junior Rugby League 
who have allowed access to their 
building and will open the canteen 
to raise a few funds.

The site was chosen because of its 
close proximity to John Street which 
will allow families to purchase some 

takeaway tea before settling back 
on a picnic rug or fold-up chairs to 
enjoy the music.

It is also ideal because of the natural 
stage created by the hill and access 
via the pathway will make it easy 
for everyone to attend.

The initiative is in line with 
Singleton Council’s economic 
development strategy which 
recognises that events enhance 
liveability and lifestyle in Singleton.

“Really, it is about enjoying our 
town and what could be more 
enjoyable then sitting at Cook Park, 
one of the best outdoor spaces in 
the Hunter Valley, and listening to 
music with your family, friends, 
neighbours and workmates,” said 
Mayor Sue Moore.

Make sure you bring your 
dancing shoes!

gEt jiggy with it

THe CALL oF the wilD
rio tiNto has traNsferreD 
More thaN 2000 heCtares of 
laND iN the lower huNter 
to the Nsw goVerNMeNt for 
perMaNeNt CoNserVatioN 
whiCh will proViDe a 
proteCteD habitat for MaNy 
of our eNDaNgereD wilDlife.

With many important native 
animals and vegetation in 
the area, conserving the land 
will have a positive impact on 

many endangered ecological 
communities. This is another 
example of how mining companies 
in Australia can have a positive 
impact on our environment.

Rio Tinto Coal Australia 
Managing Director Sinead 
Kaufman said “This land will 
provide an enduring legacy 
for the community and future 
generations by helping to 
secure a green corridor between 
the Watagan Ranges and Port 

Stephens for conservation.”

The land is also home to many 
sites of the Hunter’s coal 
mining history which includes a 
steam railway corridor, timber 
trestle bridges and brick lined 
tunnels. These will provide 
opportunities for future uses 
including recreational cycle 
ways and walking tracks with 
an environmental and historical 
focus including the proposed 
Richmond Vale Rail Trail.

Time to swap those work boots for 
hiking boots! aN historiC olD 

riChMoND Vale tuNNel

thaNks to spoNsorship froM gleNCore, siNgletoN CouNCil is 
prouD to preseNt the suMMer MusiC series that will kiCk off 
oN friDay Nights iN DeCeMber aND JaNuary with the first 
gig oN DeCeMber 9.

JuMpiN JukeboX is Just oNe of the 
aCts that will be appeariNg at the 
suMMer MusiC series

16  december 2016 - January 2017 | @ the coalface @ the coalface | december 2016 - January 2017 17



@ the CoalfaCe @ the CoalfaCe

Equipment Dry hire Specialists
DOZER  |  EXCAVATORS  |  SKID STEER  |  BACKHOES  |  TRUCKS  |  ROLLERS  |  GRADERS  |  LOADERS  |  COMPACTORS  |  MINI EXCAVATORS

Ph 02 4936 8100 21 KyLE STREET RUTHERfORD NSW 2320
www.maxhire.com.au

•	 Tracked	excavaTor
•	 FronT	end	Loader
•	 SLew	crane	and	non‑SLew	crane
•	 dogging
•	 ScaFFoLding
•	 rigging
•	 eLevaTed	work	PLaTForm
•	 ForkLiFT

•	 vehicLe	Loading	crane
•	 Skid	STeer	Loader
•	 Backhoe	Loader
•	 grader
•	 conSTrucTion	inducTion
•	 working	aT	heighTS
•	 FuLLy	accrediTed,	naTionaLLy	
recogniSed	Training	Provider

HigH Risk & Plant OPeRatOR tRaining

Over 34 yrs experience 
Training Mining and civil indusTries

visit us online at: www.hpots.com.au

McFarlane st extended 
(Over railway line) cessnock1800 640 580

Hunter Volkswagen Rutherford 
17 Mustang Drive, Rutherford MD17613 
Tel. 02 4035 9300 www.huntervolkswagen.com.au 

Your Volkswagen Partner

^Manufacturer’s campaign driveaway price for vehicles sold and delivered by 31/12/2016. ^#*Available only on new and demonstrator MY16 Amarok Highline 4x4 stock vehicles. Run-out model, limited stocks. Options available for an additional cost. Not available in 
conjunction with any other offers. Volkswagen Australia reserves the right to change or extend all offers.

$53,990
PLUS FREE 8-SPEED AUTO#

AMAROK HIGHLINE

FROM

 DRIVEAWAY^

YOU JUST KNOW THEY WON’T BE IN THE SHOWROOM FOR LONG. 
 
Our top-of-the-line workhorse is now in runout from only $53,990 driveaway^ and with free 8-speed auto# plus $2,000 cashback*, there’s never 
been a better time to own one. The Amarok Highline is packed full of premium features like Bi-Xenon headlights, rear view camera, stainless steel side 
steps & sports bar, Sat Nav and 18” alloys. So visit your nearest dealer today, because they won’t be around for long. Hurry, offer ends 31 December.

Find out more at vwoffers.com.au

the boys at beresfielD 
traNsport & iNDustrial 
hyDrauliCs are spreaDiNg 
XMas Cheer with a ChaNCe 
for a reaDer to wiN a 
bottle of JaCk DaNiels aND 
a Case of CrowNe lager to 
start off the XMas seasoN.

for your chance to win, simply 
sMs: booze and your email 
address to 0438 474 290.

Limit of one entry per person. 
LTPM/16/01100

BoTToMS up!

now very much a local, she 
reminisces about the day she met 
her coal miner husband; strapping 
young Aussie lad, Stuart Bonds. “I 
was in a tattoo parlor in Thailand 
and this guy comes in, half pissed, 
talking some crap about his wallet” 
she says, laughing. “I thought he 
was a bit of a d*ckhead, but I really 
liked the shirt he was wearing and 
we got talking.” The pair became 
fast friends and kept in touch after 
Stuart returned to Australia. “He 
had invited me to come and visit, 
so I organized my flight and rang 
him with the good news. He asked 
where I would be staying – I said 
“your place, mate!” Sini laughs. 

With friendship blossoming into 
romance it wasn’t long before they 
wed at the Singleton Courthouse, 
with a weekend-long reception 
held at their rural property. 
Friends and neighbours pitched in 
to help keep costs down and their 
nuptials were featured on Channel 
7’s Australia’s Cheapest Weddings. 
so who is this unusuAl 
CoAlminERs wiFE?
Sini amassed a huge following and 
furthered her career by launching 
the Pin-up Modelling Agency in 
Finland with profound success. 
Sini’s unique style and confidence 
has become her signature, and the 
fame has allowed her to approach 
another quest close to her heart; 
empowering all women to realise 
their own unique beauty and 
unlock their self confidence. Sini 

has held workshops in Finland and 
been a guest motivational speaker 
on the topic, something she would 
love to continue to do in her new 
home country.

Despite the celebrity, Sini is a 
super down-to-earth gal. “Settling 
down in Australia with Stuart is 
the best thing I’ve ever done. I love 
him, I love the farm life, and I love 
the Hunter Valley. The people here 
have been so warm and welcoming 
and have such good hearts” she 
says, “I am one lucky girl!”

our coal and agricultural 
community may never be the 
same and neither will one happy 
Singleton coalminer’s life.

miner 
resCueD by loVe

a few short years ago, siNi ariell NeVer iMagiNeD falliNg 
iN loVe with a Coal MiNer aND reloCatiNg to a Cattle 
farM Just outsiDe of siNgletoN - but that’s eXaCtly what 
the faMous piN-up MoDel froM fiNlaND has DoNe.

siNi takes a tour of 
hubby’s MiNe

the Couple that 
MoDels together, 

stays together

A SAFe HAVen iN the huNter
iN 2011, our CoMMuNity was shoCkeD wheN JoDie JurD was killeD 
by DoMestiC VioleNCe.

Jodie’s Place Refuge in Cessnock 
was established in her memory in 
2013 and since then has provided 
women and children suffering from 
domestic violence a safe place to go.

With at least one in six women 
experiencing violence at the hands 

of their partner, domestic violence 
is a serious problem in Australia and 
without refuges like Jodie’s Place 
victims often have nowhere to turn. 

If you need help or would like to 
support Jodie’s Place call the Hunter 
Domestic Violence Support & 

Advisory Service on 0488 246 69 or 
go to their website www. 
hunterdomesticviolenceservice.
com

thE nAtionAl nAtivE BotAniC & 
FloRA gARdEns, living ARChivE & 
REsEARCh institutE
Create a working mine site plan 
and future like the world has 
never seen.

Think of a tourism asset of national 
significance. Create vast native 
botanic and flora gardens of global 
renown. Think Western Plains 
Zoo or Hunter Valley Gardens. 
Developments of a similar nature 

are proven successes.

Create a variety of inspiring native 
landscapes and public spaces to 
enjoy and learn that are a magnet 
for tourism economy. Do this all 
within the land and boundaries of a 
viable working mine site.

Create accommodation areas for 
all budgets from camping spaces 
to affordable and five star options. 
Include significant gathering 
places and business and private 
function spaces.

Create and build a permanent 
indigenous home and gallery that 
complements and works with the 
national Gallery of Australia and 
include a permanent home for 
the Morrison Collection for local 
significance. Include an indigenous 
cultural centre and hub of national 
significance that co manages 
or actively participates in the 
ongoing project.
REsEARCh 
Create a university style campus 

of world renown and significance. 
Make it a one-stop shop for all 
industry and interest groups 
to constructively work toward 
solutions and concepts that deliver 
workable outcomes and real change 
that fit in with the reality of the 
society we live in. 

Create opportunities and 
environments for groups that 
actually want to work toward 
change. Invite organisations like 
universities and the CSIRo to 
positively participate in a facility 
dedicated to the worlds best mine 
rehabilitation, environmental 
knowledge learning and problem 
solving and process improvement.

We have the best minds, and we are 
already doing some of the work. 
Let’s just go a step further and 
make rehab truly worthwhile in a 
variety of contexts. Imagine if this 
was put on the escarpment in front 
of Coolmore, it would be a big win 
for them, the mining industry and 
absolutely everyone else.

BotaniC garDens 

on A minE sitE

Jodie’s place will be the 
recipient of this month’s 
$500 community gift thanks 
to a kind personal donation 
from well known hunter 
miner Joe Clayton.

the NeXt iNstallMeNt of 
our parallel eCoNoMiC 
DeVelopMeNt iDeas 
woulD see DraytoN 
or aNother MiNe 
turNeD iNto soMethiNg 
speCial that eVeryoNe 
CoulD Celebrate. 

w
iN

!
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Loxford
F a b r i c a t i o n s

reputation   Knowledge   Quality service
innovation & integrity

established since 1974

SpecialiSt pipe, fittingS and manifold manufacturing 
and Supply to the mining induStry Since 1974.

Office: 02  4936  1320
fax: 02 4937 5505

e-mail: loxfabs@bigpond.net.au
Web: www.loxfordfabrications.com.au

unDeRGRounD brew

Husband. Father. Mate. Fitter. 
Brewer. Stuart Duff is a busy, 
busy man. For the last 28 years 
he’s worked full-time as an 
underground fitter at Wambo Mine. 
For 20 of those years, when he’s not 
underground, Stu has been holed 
up in his shed in Aberglasslyn, 
perfecting the art of the brew (and 
probably providing a bit of peace 
and quiet to his better half), by 
experimenting with the four main 

magic ingredients we all know and 
love – water, malts, hops, and yeast 
– for his, not-so-underground beer 
label, Dusty Miner.

“I first got into brewing my own 
beer around ’96, mostly so I could 
drink cheap beer,” says Stu. “I 
started making up my own recipes 
and would let my mates taste them. 
I got some good feedback and 
reviews and around 2 years ago, I 
convinced my wife (Cathy) to let me 

set up a nano-brewery 
in the shed at home.” 

Since setting up the 
Dusty Miner brewery, 
which consists of a 
3HL mash tun, a 3HL 
kettle, and six 600L 
fermenters, plus his 
own bottling station, 
all located in the tool 
shed of his home in 
Aberglasslyn, Stu 
has picked up a two 
silver medals for his 
Black Bones Dark Ale 
at the 2015 Sydney 
Beer and Cider Awards, 
and at this year’s 
Australian International 
Beer Awards. His other 
brews, which include 
the Shaftman Pale Ale, 3 
Daughters Red Ale, and 

the American style Stook IPA are 
winning beer fans from all over the 
Hunter region, and beyond. 

“It’s great to be recognised and have 
people wanting to drink your beers,” 
says Stu. “It’s a lot of work. Between 
running the brewery and working 
as a fitter I get around 5 hours of 
sleep a day,” he continues. “I brew 
on my days off then keg or bottle 
and do deliveries before or after 
my shifts. It’s all worth it though” 
added Stu.

Dusty Miner is stocked in bottle 
shops and pubs across the Valley, 
all eager to showcase Stu’s brewing 
talents, and, maybe lure a few 
blokes away from some of the mass 
produced sherbets.

“It’s usually the younger blokes that 
are willing to give my beers a go,” 
says Stu. “Personally, I don’t have 
a favourite style I brew because all 
of my beers are unique but the style 
of beer I like to drink the most is an 
IPA which are a bit bitter, hoppy and 
flavoursome.” Stu adds.

Keep up with Stu on the Dusty 
Miner Facebook page to see which 
beer event he’ll be popping up at 
next, and then go out and grab a six 
pack of Aberglasslyn’s finest after 
you knock off for the week.

stuart Duff Digs Deep for Craft beer suCCess

how to mAkE A minER
uNsw is offeriNg MiNiNg eNgiNeeriNg sCholarships, proof 
they belieVe there is a future for our youNger geNeratioNs 
iN the MiNiNg iNDustry.

In recent years one of the effects 
of the mining downturn was to 
discourage our kids from studying 
in fields like mining engineering. 
enrolments in this degree have 
been dropping every year, most 
likely because students think there 
is no longer a future in the mining 
industry. yet the downtown we 
all suffered through is just one 
of many fluctuations over the 
decades and with the recent 
increases in coal prices the future 
is looking promising. 

However, without new graduates 
coming through this could have a 
detrimental effect on our industry 
in coming years. To prevent this 
from happening the university 
of new South Wales (unSW) is 
providing $1.14 million in mining 
engineering scholarships next year 
to help meet the industry shortage.

unSW will offer 25 scholarships, 
each one consisting of $48,000 
over three to four years, to 
students beginning either their 
first or second year studies in 
mining engineering.

In 2016 the university only had 
six enrolments which is the lowest 
it has ever been. With less new 
graduates entering the workforce, 
now is the perfect time for people 
to take advantage of this great 
opportunity to secure a future in 
the industry. Paul Hagan is the 
head of unSW’s School of Mining 
engineering and says “Students 
starting in 2017 are likely to be in 
high demand by employers by the 
time they graduate.” 

If you’re interested in finding out 
more check out the unSW website 
for details on how to apply.

the Dusty MiNer, 
stuart Duff

Loved by farmers and 
diehard 4x4er’s across 
Australia, the Toyota Land 
Cruiser 70 Series keeps the 
outback legend alive with 
more power, more torque, 
plus a few mod-cons and 
safety features thrown in 
for good measure. The latest 
evolution sees the 70 Series 
retain its tough and rugged 
exterior, while boasting 
enough refinement and 
in-cabin creature comforts 
to please the better half, 
especially when it’s date 
night... It’ll still need to be 
hosed out though! 

The new Cruiser keeps its 
light truck styling, plus its 

tough, go-anywhere ability, 
but, this time around, 
there’s more power and 
more torque to walk the 
walk, thanks to a few engine 

tweaks (4.5L turbo-diesel 
V8, 151kW@3400rpm and 
430nm@1200-3200rpm) and 
new piezo-electric injectors 
to reduce fuel consumption. 

There’s also been an upgrade 
to the old 90 litre fuel tank, 
which now boasts a single 
130-litre tank with a diesel 
particulate filter, auto regen 
and manual switch. It’s been 
kited out (at last!) with the 
addition of cruise control, 
which we all know isn’t 
new, but it’s nice to see this 
legendary beast thrust into 
the 21st Century. All in all, it’s 
a much smoother ride than 
models past, just don’t expect 
to get behind the wheel and 
think you’re driving sports 
car... or an Amarok!

Another benefit to the 70 
Series Cruiser keeping its 
shape is there’s still plenty 
of head, arm and leg room, 
as well as enough space 
for gear down the back, in 
the wagon. The seats are 
lined with hard-wearing 
fabric and are even more 
supportive than before. 

Finally, the engine bay has 
a new easy-access accessory 
fuse box up front, making it 
great for tourers, who love to 
plug in plenty of accessories 
when out camping. What 
hasn’t changed is the 
no-fuss functionality that 
the farmers and diehards 
know and love. It has a plain 
but well laid-out dash and 
console in all models, with 
controls, dials and knobs 
remaining chunky, but 
always easy to operate.

now, we hear ya... For a lazy 
$76k (RRP) for the base model 
(Single Cab Work Mate), you 
could buy a Ford Ranger or 
Holden Colorado for a lot 
less, and get heaps more 
gadgets and other stuff. But, 
the Toyota Land Cruiser 70 
Series is, always has, and 
always will be, a down and 
dirty, get-it-done workhorse 
of a ute; not a show pony!

hARd As nAils
No fuss fuNCtioNality Makes the New toyota laND Cruiser 70 series 
shiNe bright beNeath the Dust.

the toyota Cruiser 70 
series has got guts
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1300 663 888
a l l w e l d s e r v i c e s . c o m . a u

BERESFIELD SALES - 2/8 Yangan Drive  |  MUSWELLBROOK SALES - 7 Blakefield Road  |  FLAME N ARC SERVICE & REPAIR 9/8 Young Street East Maitland

ALL thE MAjOR BRANDS:  Miller  |  Lincoln Electric  |  Cigweld/ESAB  |  Kemppi  |  Unimig  |  Gullco  |  Bug-O

ALLwELd BErESfiELd
•	 Welding	safety	items	and	abrasives	

representing	the	leading	brands	
sourced	from	all	points	of	the	world

ALLwELd fLAME N ArC
•	 Repair,	service	and	warranty	of	all	

leading	brands
•	 Compliance	related	inspections	in	

house	and	on-site

ALLwELd wELdiNG & iNdUStriAL 
SUppLiES MUSwELLBrOOK
•	 Welding,	welding	safety	

and	abrasives
•	 Extensive	range	of	industry	standard	

engineering	and	mechanical	
tools	and	equipment	from	all	the	
leading	brands

ALLwELd HirE
•	 Diesel	and	electric	welders	and	

wire	feeders
•	 Gas	and	lancing	equipment
•	 Plasmas	&	induction	heating	

systems	support

We are looking for someone who has a passion for customer experience, is 
connected with the community and has a good local knowledge of the area 
and our retailers.

w w w . c h a r t e r h a l l . c o m . a u

Singleton Square Centre 
ManageMent are looking for 
a full tiMe adMin aSSiStant/
reCeptioniSt.

if thiS SoundS like you, ContaCt uS on 0439 427 776 
More inforMation on the poSition.

pEddlE powER
giaNt is a worlD leaDer iN 
CyCliNg teChNology aND 
it’s 2017 liNeup of off-roaD 
bikes are lighter, stroNger 
aND haVe iMproVeD agility 
aND CliMbiNg.

If you want the best 
of the best when it 
comes to trail bikes 
then the 2017 Trance 
Advanced is for you. 

With reworked frame geometry 
that’s longer and lower, plus an 
updated Maestro suspension 
system with a new trunnion mount 
and Advanced Forged composite 
rocker arm, you get 140mm of 
smooth, active rear travel and 
more confident handling on all 
types of trails.

MoVe IT oR lose it
husqVarNa are to Mowers 

like beer is to blokes. life is 
so MuCh better with oNe.

Husqvarna zero turn mowers are 
a must have for anyone with a 

patch of grass to call their own. 
The individual, hydraulic 
wheel-drive provides precise 
manoeuvring allowing you to 
access those tricky spots and 
avoid all the kid’s toys strewn 

across the yard.

The downside is that you 
do need two hands to operate 

making it difficult to drink and 
mow. Thankfully they are all 
equipped with cup holders.

Pricing starts at around $5,000 
for the basic model, but if you 

want the hard-core top of the line 
model you will need to shell out 
triple that.

If you’re a garden gnome, a 
wayward rose bush, or a backyard 
critter we advise you to get out 
of the way when Husqvarna is 
coming your way.

reV the kiDs up this 
ChristMas!

When it comes to Fun Bikes, 
yamaha is the leader of the 
pack. The yamaha Fun 
Bike Range kicks off with 
the nostalgic PeeWee50 
(PW50) cruising through 
to mid-sized play bikes 
that will rapidly grow 
confidence and enjoyment 
in any rider.

With PW50’s rider friendly design 
and weighing in at a low 39kg, it’s 
easy to see why this 50cc 2-stroke is 
a firm favourite with kids. 

The real Christmas miracle 
this year will be not stealing 
your present from your kid!

yamahaworld.com.au

on youR BikE

www.husqvarna.com.au

www.giant-bicycles.com.au

BE thE Boss And win A woodBoss
huNter highlaNDs estate at siNgletoN has beeN busy CleariNg 
to Make rooM for your beautiful CouNtry estate.

And thanks to them one lucky 
reader will soon be doing their 
own clearing with this awesome 
Woodboss Chainsaw supplied by 
D&L Chainsaws
it’s woRth nEARly A gRAnd!!
This 4.9kg chainsaw boasts a 42.6cc 
2.0kw engine and is fitted with 16” 
325 bar and 

chain, guaranteeing you can cut 
down anything in your way.

for your chance to win, simply 
sMs: ChaiNsaw and your email 
address to 0438 474 290.

Limit of one entry per person.

LTPM/16/01100

thE FishERmAn’s kAyAk
the eDDyliNe C-135 yakattaCk will lure aNyoNe iN.

Whether you’re a serious 
fisherman or just looking for an 
excuse to get out on the water this 
lightweight kayak is a dream boat.

With a hull that can accept most 
motors, luxurious cloud 10 seating 
and all the essentials any angler 

could possibly need. And they’ve 
also included the highly important 
drink cup holder and can cooler!

Best of all, the yakAttack offers 
an extremely stable platform 
allowing you to really go at it 
when reeling in the big ones.

LISTen up!
CraNk it up louD with the DiVooM VooMboX!

It’s time to be outdoors! And one of the best gadgets going around so you 
can play your sounds outside is the Divoom Voombox Portable Wireless 
Speaker. The design and sound quality is outstanding. It’s water resistant 
too, which makes it an especially awesome summertime gadget for 
impromptu BBQ’s, beach days, or while you’re working on the car in 
the garage.

divoom.com

eddyline.com

w
iN!

9.2 h x 6.3 w

Experienced Dump Truck Operators
Looking to lock work in for the New Year? Want the time to enjoy Christmas and New Years without the stress of job 
hunting hanging over your head? 
Chandler Macleod’s Singleton Branch have a welcoming, helpful and enthusiastic team, ready to work with you at a local level to ensure your 
transition into your new role is seamless. Unlike some of our competitors, we cover all of your onboarding costs, including medicals and inductions 
to ensure getting started is a hassle free process.

With a scheduled EA increase in January, this is your opportunity to get on board and benefit from one of the highest labour hire rates in the country.

What do we have on offer?
•	 12.5 hour shifts ($46.89 p/h) OR 10 hour crib relief shifts ($45.78 p/h) OR 8 hour crib relief shifts ($43.81 p/h)

•	 Plenty of overtime available ($51.52 p/h)

•	 Ongoing roles, stable pit with no plans for changes to labour hire in sight

•	 4 panel rotating roster (7 shifts a fortnight, day and night shifts, every second weekend off)

•	 Muswellbrook based mine site with start dates in January available

What do you need?
•	 Minimum 12 months experience on CAT 785 or Komatsu 830E or above

•	 Operating experience within the last 5 years on the above equipment

•	 Letters or certificates of competency to validate your experience

•	 Current Coal Board Medical or ability to pass a pre-employment medical and drug and alcohol test

•	 Live within the fatigue zone – 80km from Muswellbrook or be willing to relocate at your own expense

Sounds like what you’ve been looking for? Call the Singleton Office now on 02 6571 4711 for a confidential discussion or email 
your CV to workforcehuntervalley@chandlermacleod.com.

PLAN SOURCE ASSESS DEVELOP MANAGE
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 equipMeNt @ the CoalfaCe  sport @ the CoalfaCe

EnginEEring ProtEctivE coatingLogistics MiningsitE sErvicEs EquiPMEnt HirE raiL

1300 253 227

quaLitY ON TIME

 aLfabs grouP           Hunter Valley           Wollongong           Mackay www.alfabs.com.au

Certification
Services

Management Systems
Quality

ISO 9001

APPROVED
COMPANY

Tell ‘em

Sol
sent ya!

Club House 
HoTel

ClubbyT e

Singleton’s home of sport, beer, betting, 
tucker, drive through and good times!

If you can’t find us...
try harder.

sin
ce 19

80

ExpEriEncE  |  TrusT  |  rEliabiliTy

spEcialising in MinE rEhabiliTaTion, civil, 
EarThworks & agriculTurE.

passionaTEly supporTing Mining, ThE singlETon 
coMMuniTy & singlETon rugby

call chris Bennett 0499 991 643

singleton
Mining & earthMoving 1000 missions per year

Your donaton stays local
Donate from your pay
Ask about our direct deposit program  
Challenge your workmates and boss

DID YOU KNOW THAT 
FROM AS LITTLE AS  
$2 PER WEEK YOUR  
TAX DEDUCTABLE 
DONATION CAN ASSIST 
IN SAVING LIVES.

The next patient we fly may be someone close to you

$2 Challenge

Contact our Community Liason Staff on 1800 155 155 | www.rescuehelicopter.com.au 

JOIN THE

WORKPLACE GIVING PROGRAM

Since 1975

the oNe aND 
oNly Clubby keeps 
the gooD tiMes rolliNg!
wiN a Case of eaCh for the 
silly seasoN.

for your chance to win, simply sMs: 
Clubby and your email address to 

0438 474 290.

Limit of one entry 
per person.

LTPM/16/01100

sport @ the CoalfaCe is brought to 
you by the Clubby aND loCal liquor

KInG oF the gaMe
froM a loNg shift as aN appreNtiCe eleCtriCiaN at bulga 
opeN Cut straight to the NewCastle staDiuM to put iN 
a streNuous traiNiNg sessioN, Josh kiNg epitoMises the 
harDworkiNg attituDe that Makes our iNDustry tiCk.

From a 13 year old Singleton boy 
who played his first game for the 
Singleton Greyhounds, to a first-
grade fullback for the newcastle 
Knights, apprentice electrician 
Josh King proves hard work and 
determination pays off.

Josh is a humble guy considering 
he’s reached the top pinnacle of 
Australian Rugby League and it’s his 
down to earth attitude that makes 
you realise that this 20-year-old has 
kept his feet firmly planted in his 
trusty work boots when they’re not 
kicking up a storm in his footy boots.

Although always passionate about 
football and dreaming of making it 
big, Josh had the common sense to 
realise that he also needed to find a 
career that would offer reliability 
and longevity and an apprenticeship 
as an electrician at Bulga open Cut 
provided exactly that. 

He’s had to work bloody hard this 
last year with training, games and 
long hours at work, but thanks to his 
commitment and dedication he has 
completed his third year and with 

all the extra studying and hours 
worked he’s hoping to get signed 
off soon so he can fully focus on 
his footy.

so, what’s harder, a shift at the 
mine or an 80 minute first grade 
rugby game?

“The game takes it out of you, it’s a 
long time to be going at full speed so 
I’d say it’s physically harder than a 
shift at the mine. But a shift at work 
is also demanding both mentally 
and physically and I love that about 
my job. Although I will be focusing 
on football for the next few years 
I have a passion for both and I see 
both as equally important in my 
future.” Josh said.

With a recent signing for the next 
2 years with the newcastle Knights 
and an electrical ticket almost done, 
it looks like Josh has two promising 
careers ahead of him. And while you 
guys are enjoying the off season, 
just remember Josh is down newy 
way already putting in a huge pre 
season – bring on 2017.

Josh at his Day Job

Josh playing for the 
newcastle Knights

w
iN!‘AvE A 

lAugh with PH 02 4946 9800
A multi-national company 
held a reception to celebrate 
Christmas. The waiter gave each 
guest a glass of champagne, but on 
inspection, each guest noticed that 
their glass contained a fly.

The englishman demanded to have 
new champagne in a new glass.

The Russian drank the champagne, 
fly and all.

The Chinese ate the fly but left 
the champagne.

The Italian drank two thirds of the 
champagne and then demanded to 
have a new glass.

The Norwegian took the fly and 
went off to fish. 

The American sued the restaurant 
and claimed $50 million 
in compensation. 

The Australian grabbed the fly by 
the throat and shouted, ‘now spit 
out all that you swallowed.’

a maChine for 
all oCCasioNs

(Punters in the know estimate that 
Cat’s marketing machine spent 
uSD26 million BIG ones on their 
display and they certainly didn’t 
fail to impress). 
Front and centre was their newly 
badged 794 AC mining dump truck, 
a colossal beast with 291 tonne 
(320 ton) capacity.  While not as big 
as its 795F AC brother, it is fitted 
with the same C175-16 engine 
and Cat AC power train that has 
(reputedly) proven faster on grade 
than the competition. 

Looking more like one of its unit 
Rig cousins painted yellow, this 

truck we’re told has achieved 
mechanical availability of 90 
per cent or better in recent field 
testing, on a chassis we suspect has 
reliably completed many, many, 
many, more hours; an estimated 18 
million to be exact (to the collective 
relief of all I am sure). 

Love them or hate them, you’ve 
got to give it to Cat, they continue 
to evolve and like a modern 
day automotive company have 
spawned machines for every 
possible application.

supplied by heavy equipment 
experts Components only

proViNg why they are worlD leaDers iN the biggest 
aND baDDest MaChiNes iN the worlD, Caterpillar 
preseNteD perhaps the wiDest raNge of MaChiNes of aNy 
MaNufaCturer at this year’s MiNeXpo.
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Have a great CHristmas and 
a terrifiC new Year!

Thank you for a wonderful 2016 and all your support.

ge mining serviCes
Suite 6, 159 John Street 
Singleton, NSW 2330 
Australia
Email: dlenergy.anzservices@ge.com
Phone: +61 2 6575 2100
Fax: +61 2 6575 2199

GE has led the evolution of DC control and rotating equipment for the mining industry from the 
beginning. With reliable and advanced technologies, such as the AC excavator system, our deep 
domain expertise and wealth of application experience will serve you well.

GE is investing in Australia. With our continued investment in growth, our services team will continue 
to keep your machines running reliably, efficiently and safely. GE works on things that matter. Our 
people continue to help you solve some of your most difficult challenges. ge works.

Launching 2017
ers – engineering reporting sYstem
ERS is a machine health and performance based reporting tool to help customers better 
manage machine maintenance and improve availability.

KeY features:
»» Alarm trending and easy fault finding
»» Graphic representation of current condition of the equipment
»» Bucket loading cycles, measured through TSL Monitor
»» Machine RMS trending to benchmark existing equipment performance
»» Ancillary equipment monitoring; lubrication and house fan systems
»» Machine Run Hours
»» Thermal Life modeling of electrical rotating equipment for accurate 
predictive maintenance
»» Volt/Amp curves (X-Y Plots) 

mCf966 1003Kw HigH power generators
A direct drop in replacement for the existing  836kw MCF866 generator, the new 1003kw 
MCF966 High Power Generator can increase the performance of the drag cycle by either 
providing 15% more torque at original speed or filling the bucket 10% faster at original 
loaded torque. This will reduce the cycle time by up to 15 seconds on every cycle. Either 
way this will ensure more BCM’s per hour.

RIDe ‘eM Cowboy

eight seconds of glory, or a lifetime 
of pain. Welcome to the roller 
coaster world of the fearless, 
adrenalin fuelled, cowboy. Last 
month, newcastle hosted the 
PBR Australia Brendon Clark 
Invitational (BCI) at the newcastle 
entertainment Centre where 22 
crazy iron cowboys competed 
against one another to be crowned 
the 2016 Champion and take home 
$20,000 in prize money, plus the 
coveted BCI trophy buckle. Bull 
riders go head to head against 52 
tough bucking bulls in a battle of 
power, agility and the fight of the 

fittest, eight seconds at a time.

Riders need to stay on top of a one 
tonne bull for eight seconds to 
qualify for a score, which is out 
of 100; 50 to the bull and 50 to the 
rider. Points are awarded for poise, 
positioning and reaction speed, 
amongst other things. 

22 riders were invited to the BCI 
event, including 5 international 
bull riders, Rubens Barbosa (Brasil), 
Cristiano Cunha (Brasil), edmilson 
Goncalves (Brasil), nevada newman 
(uSA) and PBR’s world number 
one, Matt Triplett (uSA). These 
guys competed against some of 

Australia’s best riders, including 
Kurt Shepherd from Atherton, 
Queensland, and local hero and 
number one ranked Australian 
PBR bull rider, Cody Heffernan 
from Singleton. 

A Hunter boy, through and 
through, Brendon Clark hails 
from Morpeth and has helped 
pave the way for Aussie riders, 
like Heffernan, to compete in 
the tough, but lucrative, PBR 
competitions in the uSA. He has 
suffered lacerations to his liver, 
bruised lungs, broken ribs and 
had a five-day stint in intensive 

care all to scale the heights 
of professional bull riding in 
America and accumulate over a 
million dollars in prize money 
over his 11-year career. BC, as he 
is known, now hosts his own bull 
riding invitational close to home, 
in newcastle.

“Having my own invitational 
bull riding competition is big 
compliment for me,” said Clark. 
“It’s an honour to be able to bring 
out such great international 
competitors to compete against 
Australia’s best riders and 
showcase the sport I love to a home 
town crowd.”

This year, world number one Matt 
Triplett (uSA) proved his worth by 
being the only cowboy to ride all 
three bulls at the BCI and posting 
a massive 90.75 point score in the 
last ride of the night. This makes it 
two wins for Triplett on Australian 
soil, having won the Tamworth 
Invitational earlier in november.

Local lad, Cody Heffernan, 
represented the Hunter on a good 
couple of rides, posting 83.75 in 
round one and 84.00 in round two 
before failing to tame Storm Boy 
in the final round to place sixth 
overall. @ The Coalface wishes all 
the boys well in the upcoming PBR 
season over in the States.

With the 2016/17 nSW 
Wakeboarding Summer Series 
about to kick off, now is the perfect 
time to clean up the boat, tune up 
the engine, get out the board and 
get into a bit of wakeboarding 
on the lakes and rivers of the 
Hunter Valley.

The adventure starts in Scone, in 
the upper Hunter. There’s plenty 
of room to stay and play and work 
the wake, practice your Method Air 
or Mute Grab. Pitch a tent by the 
freshwater’s edge, just beneath the 

foot of the mountain range at Lake 
Glenbawn, and head out to cause a 
bit of chaos on the glassy stillness. 
Afterwards, cast a line and fish for 
golden perch then cook up a feed 
on the BBQ facilities or designated 
camp fire sites provided. 

A little closer to us here @ The 
Coalface HQ, is Lake St Clair, about 
30 minutes’ drive from Singleton. 
Marie otero is the Park Manager 
at Lake St Clair and she tells us 
that the summertime and early 
morning (when the lake is calm 

and still) is the best time to be 
dragged around behind the back 
of a boat. Marie also says to watch 
out for the slow moving canoes 
and kayaks, and the fisherman too. 
The lakes are there to share, and 
the fisherman especially, probably 
won’t appreciate your Toeside 
Front Flip as much as you or your 
mates will! entry fees apply for 
boat access and camping at both 
Lake Glenbawn and Lake St Clair 
and there are a few restricted 
areas where you can’t ride. Check 
the Scone and Singleton Council 
websites for details.

Further east, nearby Raymond 
Terrace, is where most Hunter 
Valley wakeboarders have fun 
flipping out! Not even half an hour 
from newcastle, right where the 

Hunter River meets the Williams 
River, there hides a wakeboarder’s 
paradise. The riverbanks are much 
higher than the water level, which 
keeps the wind away, which means 
there’s rarely any rough water and 
enough room to ride for days. In 
fact, @ The Coalface has got the 
good word that there are plans 
to develop a full-on wakeboard 
park in Port Stephens, suitable for 
beginners and advanced riders, 
but it’s still in the planning stage. 
We reckon it’s a great idea and 
if it were to go ahead, Hunter 
wakeboarders would literally 
flip out!

For more information on 
wakeboarding hot spots around 
the Hunter Valley, log onto 
wakeboardnsw.com

wAkE up to youRsElF!
suMMer’s here! it’s tiMe to Dust off the wakeboarD aND 
outboarD aND start praCtiCiNg your MethoD airs aND 
basket flips, beCause there’s pleNty of plaCes to riDe a 
wakeboarD oN the waterways of the huNter Valley.

flip out oN the water this suMMer!

pbr australia’s breNDoN Clark iNVitatioNal giVes 
huNter Valley bull riDiNg faNs the feVer.
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 fishiNg @ the CoalfaCe  @ the CoalfaCe

START WORK NOW!
•	Plant	Mechanics/Fitters
•	BoilerMakers
•	line	Borers
•	autoMotive	electricians
•	hv	electricians
•	industrial	cleaners
•	exPerienced	earthworks	oPerators
•	store	Person
•	white	collar	–	adMin,	clerical,	Finance,	recePtion

www.mrssg.net

6540 9400

MRS GROup iS The cOMbiNed STReNGTh ANd cApAbiliTieS Of:

pROJecT MANAGeMeNT  |  lAbOuR hiRe  |  MAiNTeNANce  |  plANT hiRe

lOOKiNG fOR The RiGhT JOb RiGhT NOW?

cONTAcT uS TOdAy...
Ph 6540 9400   eMail recruitment@mrssg.net

ouCh!!
The highlight of the month 
would have to be a bass 
striking back and Al taking 
a treble deep in the finger 
during a surface bite as a 
fish was being prepped for 

release. Luckily part time 
Doc, neussy armed with 
a set of rusty plyers and 
side cutters worked his 
magic for an hour, poking, 
prodding and pushing the 
barb through the skin so the 
barb could be cut off and the 
hook removed with some 
extra love. Some leco tape 
was applied to the wound 
and the fishing continued. 

Hooks have been on point 
over the last month. 
snEAky gts 
With Alex signing his life 
away and jetting off to 
the Cook Islands for the 
honeymoon, it would have 

been extremely rude not 
to pay some attention to 
the local GT population 
over there.

The trip was booked with 
Blue Water Adventures 
Rarotonga as a night charter 
and the skipper was keen to 
show off the art of catching 
flying fish. We soon realised 
we weren’t the only ones 
on the hunt as huge GTs 
smashed flying fish at the 
side of the boat. This was 

just the start of an epic 
experience, once 

the lures hit the 
water the GTs 

started to flow and 
it was a couple of hours 

of mayhem.

If you’re into fishing and 
you find yourself in the 
Cook Islands, then the 
hand fed monster GTs in 
the harbor will surely be 
beckoning you. Get a spot 
on Kyle Matherson’s boat 
to experience it firsthand. 
Details at fishraro.com.
snAppER still 
giving us thE nod
The wait for the marlin 
season is nearly over but 
the snapper are still on 
the cards with a few nice 
fish still lurking in good 
numbers, though the reddy 
gear will be racked as soon 
as the stick faces flick 
the switch.

We managed a session early 
november, though worked 

hard as the fish 
would only react 
to a fast moving 
plastic worked 
high in the water 
column over the 
deeper reefs.
thE ClAssiC 
BAss stitCh up
Plenty of fun 
to be had on 
the dams at the 
moment with 
some horse bass 
working the weed 
bed. Armed with 
shallow diving 
hard bodies 
you will bring 
them unstuck 
as good mate Dave Jones, 
the bass master, proved 
recently landing a 50cm 
fork length fish during an 
afternoon session.

Keep working your rods boys 

and girls... Get out there 
and get amongst it, hook in, 
saddle up the boat and hit 
the wet stuff. 

Dan and alex, ‘the zen 
Masters’ of fishing...
see ya next year!!

aleX gets hookeD, hitCheD aND laNDs soMe 
MoNsters this MoNth.

‘AvE A 
lAugh with PH 02 4946 9800
Did you know that Santa’s not allowed to go down chimneys 
this year? 

It was declared unsafe by the elf and Safety Commission.

What does Santa suffer from if he gets stuck in a chimney? 
Claustrophobia!

What do you get if you cross Santa with a duck? 
A Christmas Quacker!

thE Fish doCtoRs

yep! that hurt

how big was 
it? huge

I HATe ChristMas
the pie MiNister has a set of feathers you DoN’t 
waNt to ruffle aNy tiMe of the year – eVeN 
at ChristMas.

Who the bloody hell does 
Santa Claus think he is? I 
don’t care how many rug 
rats, ankle biters or tiny 
tots the jolly old bugger 
makes happy. 

doEsn’t hE know who i Am? 
I won’t be treated like a mere 
mortal and I absolutely won’t 
take the Hunter Valley’s 
pie shops being closed on 
Christmas day! What the hell 
am I going to eat? Reindeer? 
An elf? Come on, Rudolph 
would be tough and full of 
gristle and those garden 

gnome sized elves are full of 
bones (please don’t ask me 
how I know that).
i hAvE A CompRomisE. 
lEt’s ChAngE thE nAmE oF 
ChRistmAs... mERRy piEmAs!!
There are many good reasons 
why this will work. For 
starters all the religious 
fanatics who have been 
trying to do it for years 
would be getting the big 
finger of compromise shoved 
right up their ‘Seasons 
greetings. The politicians, 
headmasters, Greens and 

nimby pimby know-it-all’s 
would all get what they 
wanted while we’d be able 
to give them a big get your 
turkey stuffed. I have written 
to my old mate the Queen 
and he has fully endorsed 
the idea. 

We don’t need a plebiscite, 
parliamentary debate, union 
gathering or a Country 
Womens Association 
meeting on this one - 
actually as the best home 
bakers of pies in the world, 
the girls from the CWA have 
endorsed the motion. It’s 
happening people. your Pie 
Minister has spoken! 

Call it Pieblic holiday, King 
Sol’s birthday or whatever 
you want. A new king is born. 
The jolly red bastard has 
spoken and that’s just the 
way it is going to be. The only 
thing that going down my 
chimney this year is a pie. 

All piE shops will BE opEn 
ChRismAs dAy.
To finish, happy Piemas to 
a few of my bakin’ besties; 
Crofts Pies, Blakeneys, Coxy, 
Merriwa Bakery, Harrys, 
Sylvesters, The Heights, 
Bakers of Greta, Denman, 
Le’s and the Vietnamese 
across the road from 
Pielament House. 
See ya Piemas morning.

sol

The Pie MinisTer 
has sPoken

glEnCoRE’s BulgA CoAl REAChEs 
10-yEAR milEstonE with singlEton 
liBRARy’s summER REAding pRogRAm

The Summer Reading Program is one of the most popular 
reading programs among nSW’s libraries and is all about 
encouraging children to read, especially over the summer 
holidays. Thanks to Bulga’s sponsorship the program 
provides prizes for children participating and helps 
make reading fun and accessible for up to 500 children 
each year.

we all kNow how iMportaNt reaDiNg is 
iN shapiNg our ChilDreN’s futures, but 
CoNViNCiNg theM to put DowN the XboX or 
footy aND piCk up a book CaN be DiffiCult 
for aNy pareNt.

bulga Coal’s luCy stuart with the siNgletoN heights 
sChool baND aND lee CrouCher aND robert stewart 
froM siNgletoN library.
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monkEy mAdnEss
treetops aDVeNture park at ouriMbah state 
forest is the perfeCt plaCe to take the faMily for 
thrills, aND More thaN a few laughs.

I convinced the family that 
a day out to ourimbah 
Treetops Park would be a 
prefect bonding experience 
and so we headed out to 
put our monkey skills to 
the test. 

With an introduction to the 
basics from our instructor 
we got into our harness gear 
with only a little giggling 
and then it was time to hit 
the treetops.

of course, that’s when 
one family member 
remembered they were 
scared of heights! But with 
a little encouragement 
(jeering and chicken noises) 
we all began to fumble our 
way through the elevated 
obstacle course that 
consisted of wobbly bridges, 
cargo nets, monkey bars 
and rope ladders. 

And just as there always is 
one family member scared 
of heights, activities like 
these always bring out that 
one family member who 
nimbly races ahead, offers 
unsolicited advice on tricky 
spots and basically is just an 
annoying show off. And yes, 
that person was me.

But even though the 
obstacles were more 
challenging for some, we 
all had a great time and a 
huge amount of laughing 
watching each other 
maneuver our way around.

But the best parts of the day 
by unanimous agreement 
were the zip lines, buckle 
in, lean back and enjoy the 
rush as you whip through 
the trees hollering Tarzan 
calls. They have a zip 
line named the Treetop 

Crazy Rider, over 1km of 
exhilarating roller coaster 
madness that incorporates a 
540-degree loop which had 
us all screaming. Some in 
delight, others in fear.

Treetops Adventure Park 
is definitely worth a visit, I 
can’t wait to check out their 
other locations and you 
should too.

eNtertaiNMeNt @ the CoalfaCe eNtertaiNMeNt @ the CoalfaCe

Ride in for Xmas!
PH 02 6572 3620 or 02 6572 3726

47-49 John Street, Singleton    www.singmc.com.au

The best Christmas deals on mini bikes, 
riding gear, accessories, helmets 

and gloves.
2 John St Singleton

Ph (02) 6572 1263

home of Christmas
Singleton’s Sport, raffleS

fine food, MuSic 
& More…

Fun, friends and family... we’ve got it all!

PouR Me aNother oNe
New owNership, MaNageMeNt aND elbow grease breathes New life iNto 
two faVorite pubs owNeD by huNter pub loVer Dale MCNaMara. 

Dale is a big name in the pub game, having breathed life not only into these two 
establishments, but also the Horse and Jockey and the Lochinvar to name a couple. If you 
haven’t had a chance to check out the results of his hard work yet, here’s why you should.

AlBion hotEl
Former coal miner 
Jamie Mcnamara is the 
licensee of this iconic 
Singleton pub, a job he has 
undertaken with heaps 
of determination. Jamie 
himself is a breath of fresh 
air and his exuberant 
personality shines through 
the place. 

Boasting a $12 lunch 
menu and $11 roasts on 
Sundays, that’s just the tip 
of the iceberg for what this 
hotel has to offer. every 
Friday night you can catch 
Jamie calling the raffles 

which support a variety 
of local sporting groups 
and charities. The venue 
is very family friendly 
with a huge beer garden 
and kids playground at 
your disposal, as well as an 
indoor games room. The 
bistro offers casual and 
formal dining areas with 
an upstairs function room 
complete with private bar 
facilities available to hire 
for birthdays, weddings or 
any other occasion. 

the albion is at 2 John 
street, singleton, call (02) 
6572 1263 for bookings.

RivER RoyAl inn 
Having being severely 
damaged in the super storm 
that swept the Hunter last 
year, Hunter pub lover Dale 
Mcnamara was committed 
to renovating and restoring 
this historical pub to its 

former glory and worked 
closely with Morpeth 
Museum to document the 
history of the 160 year old 
property. new licensee 
Daniel Storey said the 
massive refurbishment 
has been tastefully done to 

retain the original charm 
and integrity of the site’s 
heritage. The outdoor beer 
garden has undergone a 
major facelift to attract 
families, and now that 
they’re open for business, 
the focus is on getting 
patrons old and new 
through the doors to 
experience the family 
friendly atmosphere 
coupled with great food 
and ice-cold beer. Head 
down the end of Swan 
Street for a meal and see 

what all the hype is about, 
and tell Daniel that @The 
Coalface sent you.

the river royal inn is now 
open at 97 swan street 
Morpeth, call (02) 4933 
6202 for bookings.

riVer royal iNN

DoN’t look DowN

zip, zip away

albioN hotel i’m sold on thE CEllAR

I’ve been to Hunter Valley Gardens 
many times, but I’ve never been to 
the Cellar Restaurant until now. 
Quite frankly, I can’t believe I hadn’t 
discovered this place sooner.

When we rocked up we were greeted 
with a smile from manager Louise 
Robertson and shown to our cozy table 
for two. even on a Tuesday night, the 
restaurant was busy with locals and 
tourists alike. The décor is rustic and 
classy, the atmosphere relaxed with 
an air of refinement. The extensive 
menu is impressive, a twist on Modern 
Australian cuisine. We settled on a 
starter of sourdough with dukkah 
and beetroot relish, with our entrées 
arriving soon after. Between us we had 
ordered the Queensland prawns with 
salt cod fritters and roasted tomato 
with caper and tarragon mayo - tasty 

and light. next we tried the Indian 
spiced kangaroo with sweet potato 
and onion bhajis, pickled carrots, lentil 
dhal and coriander yoghurt. I’ve never 
tasted anything like it; full flavors that 
were curious yet perfectly blended, 
and the roo cooked to perfection.
Full, But not FinishEd!
After some deliberation we placed our 
orders for our mains. Louise explained 
that all their produce is locally sourced 
where possible, and things such 
as eggs, vegetables and herbs are 
largely procured from the owner’s 
backyard. you don’t get much fresher 
than that. Perfectly timed, our main 
meals arrived. From the chargrill: 
Riverina dry aged rump with green 
peppercorn sauce, and Milly Hill lamb 
cutlets doused in rosemary jus. The 
sides are ample to share; we went with 
the green beans and almond slivers, 
along with the cauliflower cheese 
with jamon crumbs. Despite our best 
efforts, we couldn’t finish it all, nor 
could we fault any of it. 

After twenty minutes and some 
coercion from Louise we glanced 
over the desert menu. I couldn’t 
leave without trying the lemoncello 
pannacotta and a glass of Mr T’s Very 
Rare Fortified Verdelho – and yes, it 
was as good as it sounds. All night the 
service was of a very high standard, 
neither water nor wine glass ever 
reached empty before being refilled by 
the lovely wait staff. no wonder this 
place rates so highly on Tripadvisor. 

‘AvE A 
lAugh with

PH 02 4946 9800
Damien was in the Big W buying 
one of those fake plastic Christmas 
trees when the shop assistant 
asked him, “Are you going to put 
that tree up yourself?”

Shocked, Damien replied, “you 
dirty bastard! I’m going to put it in 
the living room!”

SINGLETON
(02) 6575 2000

WWW.HANSENBAILEY.COM.AU

BRISBANE
(07) 3226 0900

Hansen Bailey is a boutique environmental consultancy  
servicing the mining and related industries.

The company was founded in 2000 and has offices  
in Singleton, New South Wales and Brisbane, Queensland.

We provide a broad range of environmental services  
for all phases of project development.

• Feasibility Studies
• Environmental  

Impact Assessment
• Social Impact Assessment
• Management of  

Regulatory Approvals

• Due Diligence
• Compliance
• Risk
• Environmental 

Management Systems

• Strategic Advice
• Integrated Programs  

for Project Approvals
• Tailored Programs for 

Specific Activities and 
Project Phases

• Indigenous Communities

• Management Plans
• Regulatory Reporting
• Environmental  

Management Systems
• Mine Water Management
• Archaeology and  

Cultural Heritage
• Rehabilitation  

and Mine Closure

Impact Assessment  
and Project Approval

Environmental Auditing

Stakeholder Engagement

Environmental Management

the Cellar restauraNt

Roo Rump LemonceLLo pannacotta

roMaNtiC DiNNer for two? 
yes please... 

The Cellar Restaurant is open for 
lunch and dinner Monday – Saturday.

ph: (02) 4998 7584 for bookings 
or visit their website the-cellar-
restaurant.com.au
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7 spEEd AhEAd
thaNks to 
quarry 
MiNiNg aND 
the CoMpaNy’s 
passioN for all 
thiNgs bike, this 
MoNth a luCky 
reaDer will 
sooN be hittiNg 
the roaD oN the reiD urbaN X0.

This tough and lightweight bike 
has an Alloy Commuter Frame with 
Internal Cable Routing and Headset. 
The reliable shimano 7-Speed 
Tourney gearing, mudgear mounts 
and pannier racks make it a great all 
rounder, ideal for hacking through 

the streets at pace! 

for your chance to win, simply 
sMs: bike and your email address 
to 0438 474 290.

Limit of one entry per person 
LTPM/16/01100

eNtertaiNMeNt @ the CoalfaCe eNtertaiNMeNt @ the CoalfaCe

Building an expanding safe 
world class technology based 
mining products and services group.

Manufacturers & repairers of:
coaltraM raMBor

Mining 
repairs 
alternators

ppkgroup.com.au
newcastle Branch
13B Old Punt Rd 
Tomago NSW 2322
P: 02 4964 5400

Wollongong Branch
Lot 201 Old Port Rd 
Port Kembla NSW 2505
P: 02 4207 3000

PPK Firefly 
25 Thrift Close 
Mount Thorley NSW 2330 
www.fireflyint.com.au 
P: 02 6574 6500

Mining equipMent 
Hire & repairs:Monex electronic 

engine ManageMent 
systeM

could you

if you had to?
save a life

Contact: 

www.minesrescueservices.com.au

(02) 6573 9000

First Aid  / CPr  /  AnAPhylAxis

AdvAnCed resusCitAtion  /  PAin MAnAgeMent

life-saving skills 
for just $110

nAtionAlly ACCredited First Aid suPPlier to 
industry & the CoMMunity

rto id 90508

would you likE ChEEsE with thAt winE?
what CoulD be More perfeCt theN relaXiNg with frieNDs aND eNJoyiNg soMe loCal huNter 
Cheese aND wiNe.

Purple Hayes Tapas Bar is offering a lucky reader the chance to win one of their scrumptious Cheese Plates and a glass of 
Brokenwood Wine for you and three friends. 

for your chance to win, simply sMs: tapas and your email address to 0438 474 290.

Limit of one entry per person. LTPM/16/01100

aCross
2 Who wrote How the 

Grinch Stole Christmas? 
4 ‘nadolig Llawen’ means 

Merry Christmas in 
which western european 
language? 

5 Who composed the music 
known as The nutcracker 
Suite, for the Christmas 
themed ballet The 
nutcracker, premiered in 
St Petersburg,1892? 

8 What is the name of the 
cake traditionally eaten in 
Italy at Christmas? 

11 The surname Chandler 
derives from the making 
or selling of what? 

12 What holiday drink 
contains sugar, milk and 
eggs? 

13 In which country does 
Santa have his own 
personal postcode HoH 
oHo? 16 What was 
Scrooge’s first name? 

18 In which modern country 
is St nicholas’s birthplace 
and hometown? 

19 What is the surname of 

the family in the 1989 
film ‘National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation’?

21 What day of the week was 
Christmas day in the year 
2000 (in the conventional 
western calendar)? 

24 Which South Park hero 
leaves little brown stains 
wherever he brings 
Christmas cheer? 

DowN
1 name the reindeer whose 

name begins with ‘B’. 
3 In the song ‘The Twelve 

Days of Christmas’, 
how many swans were 
a-swimming? 

6 In the inspirational 1946 
film, It’s a Wonderful Life, 
what’s the name of George 
Bailey’s guardian angel? 

7 Which traditional 
Christmas plant was once 
so revered by early Britons 
that it had to be cut with a 
golden sickle? 

9 under which Puritan 
leader did the english 
parliament pass a law 

banning Christmas in 
1647? 

10 What colour are the 
berries of the mistletoe 
plant? 

14 The north Pole, said to be 
Santa’s home, is located in 
which ocean? 

15 Christmas Island, in the 
Indian ocean, is a territory 
of which country? 

17 Which southern central 
uS state, whose capital 
city has the same name, 
was the last to recognize 
Christmas as an official 
holiday? 

20 In which country, an 
archipelago of 6,852 
islands, is it considered 
inappropriate to send red 
Christmas cards? 

22 London’s Trafalgar 
Square Christmas tree 
is traditionally given by 
which country? 

23 In Mexico, it is said that 
wearing what colour 
underwear on new year’s 
Eve ensures finding new 
love the following year?

@ the CoalfaCe CrossworD

w
iN! Driving up a 

Dust storM

yesterDay i was 
a soCCer MuM DriVer, the 
kiND you beepeD at to MoVe 
oVer iNto the left laNe. 
toDay, i aM peter broCk 
reiNCarNate aND you all 
better get the hell out of 
My way.

okay, so I might be slightly 
exaggerating but after spending 
an adrenalin fueled morning at 
Rally School’s Cessnock course I still 
can’t wipe the grin off my face and 
stopping in to do the shopping at 
Coles on the way home had me hard 
pressed not to start hooning up at 
the aisles with the trolley.

I wasn’t keen to get behind the 
wheel to start, but the hubby had 
tried it and couldn’t stop raving so 
not wanting to be left out I thought 
I’d give it a go. And boy am I glad I 
did, it was amazing! I can’t believe 
how much I enjoyed learning the 
rally ropes and a big part of that is 
because of the great instructors at 
Rally School. The hard core team are 
all Pro-Rally drivers 
and these talented 
guys can teach 
anyone to heat it up 
on the course. I hadn’t 
drove a manual since 
I was a teenager but 
they still had me 
spinning up a dust 
storm in no time.
you gottA tRy thE 
hot lAps 
By my last lap I 
was flying around 
the course. or so I 
thought, but after I’d 

finished 
as driver, I 
jumped in the passenger seat for 
one of their popular hot laps. How 
anyone can handle a car that fast, 
on those dirt roads is beyond me 
and it makes for a one of a kind 
experience. Just hold on tight!

Mick Ryan is the man behind Rally 
School and his family orientated 
business has courses all over 
Australia. He took over the Cessnock 
course in June last year and brought 
in new cars and new instructors 
turning it into a top notch operation. 

So if you haven’t bought the hubby, 
missus, brother, daughter, mate, 
heck even Granny their Xmas 
present yet get onto their website 
now and buy a voucher. Whether 
you want a full day experience or 
just to want try a hot lap this is 
something that you should try no 
matter age, gender or driving ability.

rallyschool.com.au

w
iN

!
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outDoors @ the CoalfaCe health & fitNess @ the CoalfaCe

Call ServiCe Manager Jen Chalker today!

Offering Servicing by factory trained 
technicians on Ford and Nissan vehicles. 
We also service all other makes and models.

Superior ServiCe iS 

baCk in town!

Phone: (02) 4040 6200    45 John St, Singleton

FivE FAvE spots
bangalow Campground – 
watagans National park

There’s no need to book at 
this remote campground, 
pitch your tent and enjoy the 
walking tracks on offer. Basic 
facilities among incredible 
gum forests provide a relaxed 
getaway for the family.

seal rocks – 
Myall lakes National park

With no allotted sites you can 
pitch your tent anywhere. 
Beyond the white sandy dunes 
lies a serene stretch of beach 
and a rocky outcrop on which 

the local seal population 
hang out.

blue gums – 
yengo National park

If you’re among the slightly 
more adventurous then Blue 
Gums might be for you but 
we recommend a 4WD if the 
weather’s been wet. Bring 
your mountain bike and 
explore the rugged wilderness. 

gloucester tops – barrington 
rocks National park

An 80,000 hectare haven 
for campers who want to 
indulge in the joys of the 
wilderness. There are a 
number of camping sites 
dotted around the area that 
offer biking, trekking, fishing, 
swimming, and canoeing.

the basin – ku-ring-gai 
Chase National park

The Basin is one the most 
popular beachside camping 

spots in nSW. The national 
park surrounding it is home 
to an abundance of native 
vegetation and wildlife.
top tips
• you can never take enough 

water. Carry iodine tablets 
for backup.

• Avoid camping directly 
under large trees. When 
pitching your tent, 
remember to look up to 
ensure there aren’t any 
loose, dead or overhanging 
tree limbs.

• Always pack a first aid kit. A 
lot of people forget.

• Take advantage of 
campground reservation 
systems ensuring you a spot.

• Always set up camp before 
dark. This should be your 
first priority after you get 
the esky filled.

• Poor hygiene on camping 
trips can have disastrous 

effects so take plenty 
of antibacterial sprays 
and wipes.

• Strap a headlamp to 
a 4 litre plastic water 
bottle full of water for a 
makeshift lantern.

• Throw sage sticks on fire 
as it is a natural mosquito 
repellent. Doritos also make 
good kindling.

• Protect your toilet paper by 
using an old container and 
cut a slit in the side to run 
the paper out of.

• Take a yoga mat for extra 
bedding under your 
sleeping bag.

• Keep a checklist of your 
camping essentials 
and organise your gear 

before you leave.
• Camp away from facilities 

for privacy.
• you are most likely not Bear 

Grylls or the reincarnation 
of The Crocodile Hunter – so 
stay within your abilities.

• under no circumstances 
should you let your wife go 
camping with that guy from 
her pottery class. Same for 
hubby’s yoga teacher. 

• Take this simple test to 
see if you qualify for solo 
camping. Shine a flashlight 
into one ear. If the beam 
shines out the other ear, do 
not go into the woods alone.

• It’s drop bear season – 
stay safe.

dECkEd out FoR diRt
siNgletoN 
MotorCyCles 
kNows eVerythiNg 
about MotorCyCles 
aND that iNCluDes 
the best gear to 
wear wheN you are 
out oN the bike.

one lucky reader will 
get the chance to win a 
Fox dirt bike shirt and 
cap valued at $100.

for your chance to 
win, simply sMs: siNgo Moto and your email address 
to 0438 474 290.

Limit of one entry per person. LTPM/16/01100

w
iN!

CARRy on CaMpiNg

oVer the suMMer holiDays MaNy of us are goiNg to roll out the swag 
aND take the faMily CaMpiNg. here are a few of @ the CoalfaCe’s best 
CaMpiNg tips aND a few beautiful plaCes to test theM out.

if you thought that there was No More resCuiNg to be DoNe 
you’D be wroNg. this tiMe it’s the 2016 opeN Cut MiNes resCue 
CoMpetitioN right here iN the huNter that is puttiNg our MiNer’s 
lifesaViNg skills to the test.

Hunter Valley Mines Rescue station 
was the host to 110 competitors 
representing 11 of our nSW 
mine sites.

From a tricky vertical rescue, to a 
gruesome impalement and vehicle 
extrication using hydraulic cutters, 
this year’s participants demonstrated 
their potentially life-saving expertise 
when confronted with seven 
challenging simulated emergencies. 

BHP Billiton’s Mt Arthur Coal team 
has claimed top honours ending 
former back-to-back champions 
Glencore Bulga’s hopes of a 
winning streak. 

With open cut workers accounting 
for around 89% of production 

employment within Hunter coal 
mines, Mines Rescue Regional 
Manager, David Connell, said surface 
emergency responders were critical 
in ensuring their safety. 

‘The industry must be confident in 
the ability of surface emergency 
responders to step up, take control 
and stabilise any situation that 
occurs,’ Mr Connell said. ‘When a 
complex incident arises at an open 
cut mine, the workforce turns to 
these dedicated individuals.’

It’s great to see mines rescue 
training recognised as an important 
part of mine safety and let’s hope 
that we only see these skills used 
in competition.

minEs to thE REsCuE

HeLPInG healthy harolD
Muswellbrook aND upper huNter kiDs will oNCe agaiN beNefit 
thaNks to a three-year iNVestMeNt by bhp billitoN Mt arthur 
Coal, partNeriNg with huNter life eDuCatioN.

More than 3000 local students 
will benefit from the interactive 
health education programs and 
Healthy Harold, the loveable 
giraffe who is the face of the Life 
education programs will keep on 
putting his neck on the line to make 
that happen.

Dawid Boshoff, BHP Billiton nSW 
energy Coal General Manager, 
said the company recognises the 
value of providing young people 
with the opportunity to learn how 
to stay physically, mentally and 
emotionally healthy.

“The programs emphasise the 
importance of 
making healthy 
lifestyle choices 
and Mt Arthur 
Coal is proud to 
partner with an 
organisation that 
provides young 
people with such 
positive life lessons 
that will stick with 
them throughout 
their lives,” 

Sarah Gray, Hunter 
Life education 
Executive Officer, 
welcomed 
the renewed

partnership with Mt Arthur Coal 
and the program’s expansion 
into preschools.

“This program is especially 
important to the children of the 
upper Hunter, as they are at higher 
risk of obesity and other health 
disorders when compared with 
national average.”

Since 2005, BHP Billiton has 
contributed more than $550,000 
towards strengthening its 
partnership with Hunter Life 
education. But the contribution it 
is making to our kid’s health and 
wellbeing is priceless.

healthy harolD helps 
Makes a DiffereNCe
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CoMMuNity @ the CoalfaCe

Wishing the people 
of the Hunter a safe 

and happy festive 
season!IRon MaiDeNs

Coal & allieD aND lifeliNe reCeNtly hoNoreD the aMaziNg 
CoMMuNity CoNtributioNs by loCal woMeN iN the 2016 lifeliNe 
upper huNter steel MagNolia awarDs.

The Steel Magnolia Awards are about 
honoring women who have faced 
adversity and instead of letting it 
overcome them they have instead 
dedicated themselves to helping 
their community. Since its inception 
9 years ago Coal & Allied have been 
there every step of the way and 
they are now the major sponsors of 
the event.

This year the awards ceremony was 
held at Singleton’s beautiful Sacred 
Spaces where the winner Sarah 
Dunn from Singleton was recognised 
for her tireless community work.

In 2012, a tragic accident involving a 
truck and school bus saw the life of 
Harry Dunn tragically cut short at 9 
and his brother Luke left seriously 
injured. Their mother Sarah did not 
let this devastating event stop her 
and instead has worked tirelessly 
for organisations such as Camp 
Quality, Singleton Family Support 
and Ronald McDonald House to 

help bring a little joy to other 
people’s lives. 

The other nominees included 
Pauline Carrigan from Bunnan who 
is the founder of Where There’s a 
Will, a not for profit charity that 
addresses mental health issues in 
the community. Anthea (Chic) Taylor 
from Muswellbrook who is a support 
worker at overton House and Kelly 
Moylan from Cessnock who is a long-
time volunteer and fundraiser for 
the Cancer Council.

each of these women has overcome 
adversity that would leave many 
of us unable to go on and each has 
instead taken their pain and loss 
and funneled it into something 
that is making a difference in 
their communities. Coal & Allied 
believes it is important to recognise 
inspirational women like them 
and honor the work they do for our 
communities and we congratulate 
them for it.

iN the swelteriNg heat of australiaN suMMers, reiNDeers CaN’t 
faCe the heat so it’s up to the Nsw fire & resCue aND the Nsw rural 
fire serViCe truCks to esCort saNta oN his aNNual lolly ruNs. 

Many of us remember waiting on 
Christmas eve for Santa to come 
by waving and bellowing Merry 
Christmas from his perch high up 
on the local fire truck. The mad 
scramble to grab as many lollies as 
you could before he rolled on by. The 
Santa lolly run is a tradition that 
continues today despite no official 
government support.

Singleton Fire Rescue’s lolly run was 
run early this month and has grown 
into a large scale event with 5000 
lolly bags given out to sugar hungry 
kids this year thanks to their major 
sponsor Glencore.

But many of our local fire services 
don’t receive the support that 
Glencore provides to Singleton 
and it’s often the firies themselves 
buying the sweet treats out of 
their own pockets. Because of this 

lack of support some of our towns 
unfortunately miss out on this iconic 
Christmas tradition.

The firies and their families put a lot 
of time, money and resources into 
keeping this tradition alive and it 
would be great to see support from 
our industry to keep it going for 
years to come.

Here’s a list of some of the Santa 
runs coming your way. Some 
stations are still looking for funding 
or haven’t confirmed a date yet 
so make sure you check out their 
Facebook pages to find out more. 

• Rutherford – 16th, 17th, 
18th December

• Raymond Terrace – 17th December
• Bellbird – 18th December
• Abermain & neath – 18th December
• Denman – 24th December

kids light up

it’s tiMe to get your teaM together aND start traiNiNg for 
the 2017 CoalfaCe peDal aND support the westpaC resCue 
heliCopter serViCe.

The Coalface Pedal is all about 
encouraging family, friends 
and workmates to get on their 
bikes and have fun in the bush 
while raising money for the 
lifesaving Westpac Rescue 
Helicopter Service.

With a bunch of different off road 
bikes events ranging all the way 
through from a 10km family ride 
to the tough 60km Quarry Mining 
sponsored ride, there’s something 
for every skill level. 

Because we think this a great 

cause to support, @ The Coalface 
will be slogging it out in the main 
race and we challenge you to 
get out there and try to beat us! 
Anyone who manages to cross the 
finish line before us will get a free 
subscription to our magazine for 
life! We might also buy you a beer 
back at the Station Hotel when we 
sit back and have a laugh at the 
day’s escapades.

So get your team together now, 
start training and we’ll see you out 
in the bush!

TIMe To tattoo
you’Ve all Met the taleNteD aND 
gorgeous siNgletoN girl siNi ariell iN 
our MagaziNe this MoNth aND siNi has 

graCiously offereD up her aMaziNg tattoo 
skills for a luCky reaDer to wiN soMe 
boDy art of their owN.

The prize includes a tattoo consultation with 
Sini and then once you’ve decided on your own 
personalised tattoo you will receive $300 off the 
price. Check out Sini’s Facebook or Instagram 
pages for inspiration. 

facebook.com/siniarielltattoos 
instagram.com/siniarielltattoos

for your chance to win, simply sMs: tattoo 
and your email address to 0438 474 290.

Limit of one entry per person. LTPM/16/01100

w
iN!

put your 
peDal to the Metal

sharoN sChilliNg (Coal & allieD), 
sarah DuNN (wiNNer), ViVieN 

fraNkliN (Coal & allieD) - piCture 
Courtesy of huNter & Coastal 

lifestyle MagaziNe

the DeDiCateD 
DeNMaN brigaDe

TaTToo arTisT sini ariell

2016 CoalfaCe peDal 
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traVel @ the CoalfaCe traVel @ the CoalfaCe

Merry ChristMas
tO OUr MeMBers, FaMiLies aND sUPPOrters

Have a safe and joyous time!
c f m e u . c o m . a u / d i s t r i c t / n o r t h e r n - m i n i n g - n s w - e n e r g y - d i s t r i c t

strONg UNiON. saFe wOrkPLaCe.

Ph 0456 737 888
brettcollier@hvtours.com.au

Let us take you to meet the vineyard owners and wine makers.
•	Locally owned
•	Customised tours to suit everybody’s needs
•	Unique half and full day wine tours visiting 
award winning boutique cellar doors

•	Customised Corporate tours visiting wine 
cellars, vodka distillery and breweries

•	Midweek discounts for shift workers 
group bookings

•	Restaurant transfers, Club and 
school outings

w w w . h v t o u r s . c o m . a u

In the 1930’s when construction 
began on the Hoover Dam, it created 
a huge influx of workers looking 
to let off steam and Sin City was 
born. With all the casinos popping 
up it didn’t take long for mobsters 
and crime to find their way to the 
desert town and Las Vegas became 
the place to go to have fun... and get 
into trouble.

But it’s come a long way from 
those times and now this glittering 
paradise in the middle of nowhere 
is more like a futuristic amusement 
park than a Wild West gangster city.

The 6.8km strip of mega casinos 
and hotels has been constructed on 
such a grand and spectacular scale 
that although garish and over the 
top, you’ll still be awestruck at the 
sheer immensity and audacity of 
the place.

The casinos are set up to lock you 
into stasis, free 
drinks, no clocks 
and no outside 
light are some of 
the tricks to keep 
you at the tables and it’s hard not 
to get suckered into it. Although 
the drinks are free when you’re 
gambling, if you get stingy and tip 
your waitress low you’ll be stuck 
nursing an empty glass forever.

When heading to and from your 
room stay focused and get in and 
out before all the flashing lights and 
addictive sounding chimes have 
you emptying your pockets.
touRist tRAps
Take a tour to the Grand Canyon, 
you can see the spectacular views 
from a helicopter or look up at the 
immense canyon walls from a raft. 
Check out the Hoover Dam while 
you’re there. It’s hard to believe 
that such an impressive feat of 
engineering was completed 80 
years ago.

Want to take the best holiday 
snaps? Go into Madame Tussauds 
and take on the challenge to come 
up with inventive interactive shots 
with the wax figures. 

Head to the top of the stratosphere 
to take in the views from the tallest 
freestanding observation tower 
in the uS at 350 metres. If you’re 
game, try one of their exhilarating 
rides where you can be thrown 

over the edge or left dangling over 
the strip.

lEt mE EntERtAin you
Shows, shows, shows, you’ll 
be bombarded with the all 
the different options for your 
evening’s entertainment.

Magic is alive in Las Vegas with 
tons of magicians displaying 
their talents. Strange that they 
haven’t made their competition 
disappear though. 

every night you have music acts 
by the dozens performing, in fact 
it’s kind of like a retirement village 
for music legends as some of them 
were superstar’s decades ago. 

And of course, there’s the adults 
only shows, but we’ll leave 
the details of those ones up to 
your imagination.

So, what shows to 
decide on? Here’s a 
couple well worth 
your time.

Cirque du Soleil 
for it’s amazing acrobatics although 
sometimes it crosses the line from 
artsy to just plain weird.

Tournament of Kings will let you 
sit down and enjoy a rustic dinner 
while you raise your cup of ale to 
the knights and kings jousting in 
the arena before you. 

your holiday experience in Vegas 
will come down to a few key factors. 
First is budget, most shows and 
meals are well priced but they will 
start to add up. If you’re going to 
partake in any of the adults only 
experiences, then you’ll find your 
funds dwindling fast and you’ll be 
in trouble if you can’t pull yourself 
away from the tables.

Second is your travelling 
companions, heading out with your 
mates will be quite the different 
experience then with the family. 
There’s a reason for the slogan 
‘what happens in Vegas stays in 
Vegas’ and a trip with the family 
probably won’t see you needing to 
adhere to this code. 

Regardless of budget, age, gender 
and travelling companions, Vegas is 
a once in a lifetime experience.

SIn City
what happeNs iN Vegas, stays iN Vegas.

If you want 
something a little 
different then your 
typical museum, 
then take a walk 
in the dark history 
of Sydney’s past. 
This interactive 
museum will appeal 
to those who like the 

gruesome and the 
macabre and you’ll 
learn everything 
you ever wanted to 
know about crime 
and punishment. 
And probably a few 
things you didn’t 
want to know.

lovE, tilly dEvinE 
For a unique bar 
experience, pop into 
Love Tilly Devine 
wine bar in Crown 
Lane, Darlinghurst. 
With eclectic décor 
and over 40 different 
wines to savor, this 

intimate venue is 
highly underrated 
in the mainstream 
but has a dedicated 
following. And 
yes, the name is a 
nod to the era of 
notorious ‘Madame’, 
Tilly Devine.

justiCE & poliCE musEum

you woN’t Just lose 
traCk of tiMe; you’ll 

lose traCk of Days

weNDy’s seCret garDeN

Grown from grief, 
Wendy’s Secret 
Garden was created 
by Wendy Whiteley 
in homage to her late 
husband Australian 
artist Brett Whiteley 
and is a living, 

breathing piece of 

art. Step outside of 

the city bustle and 

be enchanted as you 

stroll along winding 

gully paths while 

birds serenade you.

din thAi Fung
With locations at 
Pitt Street Westfield, 
World Square and 
Central Park Mall, 
this worldwide chain 
dumpling restaurant 
is like nothing you’ve 
experienced before. 

Looking more like a 
hospital operating 
theatre than a 
restaurant you 
may need surgery 
after overdosing 
on their soup 
filled dumplings.

BAlmAin puB CRAwl
Thanks to a proud 
working class history, 
Balmain has a ton of 
watering holes. For 
a polished boutique 
head to the east 
Village or the London. 
If you’re more into 
footy games you 
can’t beat a sports 
bar like Dick’s Hotel 

or unity Hall or for 
a family friendly 
pub try the Balmain 
Hotel. Looking for 
old school? Try the 
William Wallace or 
the Dry Dock. Just 
follow the well-worn 
footpath along the 
Balmain pub circuit.

syDney 
seCrets

well they Might Not be aCtual seCrets, but 
these are soMe of the best thiNgs to CheCk 
out iN syDNey that you May Not kNow about.
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